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Lance Storm

Welcome to Sydney, and Welcome to the Combined Meeting of the 68" Annual Convention
of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute
of Parapsychological Research!

Let me take you back a decade and a half to March of 2011, when a professor of botany at
Montana State University, having just read Arthur Koestler’s (1972) book The Roots of
Coincidence, emailed me, asking: “Can you tell me, from your perspective of having critically
reviewed the literature, is there now incontrovertible statistical evidence for psi?”

To put it briefly and somewhat cautiously, a typical answer should go something like this: There
are ongoing disputes over what suffices as statistical evidence in parapsychology, many advocates
(i.e., believers) are convinced of psi effects purely from the statistical evidence, yet, from the very
same evidence, skeptics are not so convinced, if at all! It does not seem to matter how much
evidence is piled up—believers and skeptics usually maintain their positions. It is unclear just what
it would take to convince skeptics that psi exists, but they would wonder what it would take to
convince believers that the opposite is true.

Essentially, that was the answer offered to the professor, whose reply was short but sweet—
he said he was hoping for a “simple answer”. It seemed to him that, after all these years of
parapsychological research, scientists should be able to state that at least some of the results
obtained were not due to fraud or poor experimental design. Some researchers do state it, but
the truth is, there are those skeptics who invariably resort to those and other so-called
‘explanations’ (oftentimes, this attitude masks an agenda, which we will not go into here).

It is in appreciation of this fundamental polarisation in human beings that we find we must
speak to, or better, appeal to a broader issue when arguing the case for psi. Recall what J.B. Rhine
said in his Letters (Ensrud & Rhine Feather, 2021): In 1937, writing to Irving R. Allen of the Zenith
Radio Corporation, Rhine lists a stream of “crazy ideas”—just as is thought of psi today—that
turned out to be legitimate. Here are just a few, along with the thinking of that time:

o Edison’s electric lamp?—"No combustion can take place in a vacuum”;

o Conveying the “human voice ... over metallic wires”?—“impossible—and of no practical
use”; and

o Using “anesthetics to make people unconscious in surgery”? Why, when “the Lord
wanted men to suffer”! (p. 383).

Taking all this on board, representatives of parapsychology must depend on more than
statistics and evidence to argue their case. They must consider their audience; they have to win
their hearts as well as their minds. Most parapsychologists know this and agree.

In the final analysis, it seems we all have a need to maintain a certain distance from things we
do not understand, perhaps out of doubt, or even fear, or both, but (perhaps viewed somewhat
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more favourably) there is also an inherent mystery behind those phenomena we label
“anomalous” or “unexplained”, and it is that mystery which acts as a spur to the more
adventurous, the more curious among us. Those people know better than anyone what it means
to have their hearts and minds won over. People like that are here today. | welcome you all, and
I look forward to your words, your ideas, and your findings.

Renaud Evrard

| promoted the opportunity to have a PA Convention in Australia during my PA presidency
years (COVID time!) and I'm so glad that is happening now! | am grateful to the Convention
Committee, the Program Committee, the Parapsychological Association’s Board of Directors, and
the AIPR Committee, for all their help, and | greatly appreciate the University of Sydney for hosting
this first-ever collaboration between the PA and the AIPR.

Lance Storm
Australian Institute of Parapsychological Research, Inc. (AIPR, Inc.)
Program Co-Chair

Renaud Evrard
Laboratory Interpsy, Université de Lorraine, France
Program Co-Chair
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WELCOME BY THE ARRANGEMENTS CHAIR

Parapsychology Dialogues 2026 is a momentous event, being the very first international
parapsychology conference in Australia! We are also very honoured to co-host with the
Parapsychological Association (US) and thank them for choosing us, “down under,” for their 68t
Parapsychology Convention. Every year, we have been hosting annual mini-conferences in
Sydney. This year, however, will be our first multi-day, international conference.

AIPR Mini-Conference, North Sydney Community Centre, 29 Nov 2025

The Australian Institute of Parapsychological Research (AIPR), formed in 1977, 49 years ago,
and the Parapsychological Association formed in 1957, 69 years ago, are still developing strongly
in researching, educating and serving the community despite the critics. To reflect this, the most
suitable venue to hold this event is in the old and prestigious University of Sydney, supporting the
message that scientific research in paranormal phenomena is just as valuable as any other
academic research.

Established in 1850, the University of Sydney is literally the oldest university in Australia!
Adding to the relevance of this venue, this university has its own reports of hauntings, and the
ghosts resemble professors of the past! This includes Thomas Peter Anderson Stuart, the
Founding Dean of the Medical Faculty (Anderson Stuart Building), and Professor William
Aitcheson Haswell in the Science Building (The Heydon-Laurence building), who was a prominent
Zoologist. Also, right in the Holme Building, which is where the Cullen Room is, just below the
Refectory (student café downstairs), is The Cellar Theatre, where attendees have reported seeing
a phantom with a mop of black hair and glowing eyes!
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Our other venue is the Rydges Hotel, a seven-story hotel which was built in 1988. The suburb
of Camperdown itself tells a much older, colonial history. Originally settled as a farming and
residential area in the early 19th century, it hosted Sydney's first racecourse in 1827 before being
developed into a medical and educational establishment by the University of Sydney and the
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.

Thursday morning, we began the convention with an optional and fun bus tour of the famous
icons of Sydney at 10am and then eased into welcome drinks and canapes at the Rydges Hotel in
Camperdown at 7.00pm. Rydges Hotel is just a 10 to 14-minute walk to the Cullen Room, in the
Holme Building on Level 4, University of Sydney, where we will hold all-day lectures from Friday
to Sunday.

The Presidential Addresses with drinks and canapes will be held on Friday at 6pm, on the
balcony, “The Terrace,” in the same building.

A real highlight of the convention is the J.B. Rhine Banquet dinner, featuring keynote speaker
Lynne Hume (University of Queensland). It will be held on Saturday at 7.00pm, at Rydges
Camperdown, where you will be served a three-course meal and drinks.

We welcome you to this exciting convention and hope you will be inspired and stimulated by
engaging in numerous parapsychology dialogues!

Joyce Bok
Australian Institute of Parapsychological Research, Inc. (AIPR, Inc.)
Arrangements Chair
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University of Sydney, Holme Building (Location of Cullen Room)
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Welcome Reception: Thursday, August 13, 7:00 to 10:00 pm
Held at the Rydges Hotel, Camperdown — Poolside Area
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VENUES AND DIRECTIONS

Convention Venue: Cullen Room, University of Sydney—Exact Location of the Cullen Room:
Building: Holme Building, Level 2; Position: North-east corner; Nearby: Philosophy Department.

Cullen Room

Cullen Room

Presidential Addresses: Friday, August 14, 4:30 to 6:00 pm
Held at the Cullen Room, University of Sydney

Presidential Reception: Friday August 14, 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Held on Level 4 Terrace, University of Sydney

Terrace, University of Sydney
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J.B. Rhine Banquet: Saturday, August 15, 7:00 pm
Bligh AB Room, Rydges Hotel Camperdown

Bligh AB Room [ e
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 — ARRIVAL AND WELCOME

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM — Sightseeing Bus Tour of Sydney (Pre-Registration Required)
Pick up and drop off at the Rydges Hotel, Camperdown

7:00 - 10:00 PM — Welcome Reception

Held at the Rydges Hotel, Camperdown — Poolside Area
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 — EXPERIENCE, CULTURE, AND REAL-WORLD CONTEXTS

8:30 — 9:00 AM — Light Breakfast (Cullen Room)

Session 1

Session Chair: Tony Jinks
9:00 - 9:15 — Welcoming Remarks

9:15 -9:30 — Laura O’Sullivan
End-of-Life Experiences in Aotearoa New Zealand: A Content Analysis

9:30 - 10:00 — Robb Tilley
Revisiting Haunt and Poltergeist Clearing in Australian Residences: Analyses of 30 Case
Reports

10:00 — 10:30 — Morning Tea

Session 2

Session Chair: Alex De Foe

10:30 - 10:45 — Shweta Goyal
Beyond Phenomena: An Indian Philosophical Model for Understanding Psi Experiences

10:45 -11:15 — Laurence Browne
The Curious History of the Flammarion Engraving

11:15 - 11:45 — David Ellis
Climb Every Mountain
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11:45 -12:00 — Russ Townsend
Promoting Parapsychology and Building Community through Grassroots Meetup Groups:
A Melbourne Case Study

12:00 - 1:00 — Lunch (Boxed Lunches Provided)

Session 3

Session Chair: Richard Silberstein

1:00 - 1:30 — Leanne O’Neill & Danielle Reynald
Investigating the Use of Mediums to Support Homicide Investigations

1:30 - 2:00 — Yoko Matsuda
Examination of the Relationship between "Simultaneous Synchronization of Events" and

“Twin Language” in Identical Twins

2:00 — 2:15 — Jacob Sevastidis, Lance Storm, Vladimir Dubaj, Scott Coussens & Alex De Foe
The Relationship Between Temporal Lobe Lability and Anomalous Cognition

2:15 -2:30 — Man Yee Wong, Melanie Thomas, & Alexander De Foe
A Thematic Analysis of Lucid Dreaming, Out-of-Body Experience, and Active Imagination

2:30 - 3:00 — Annalisa Ventola, Mark Boccuzzi, Alex A. Alvarez, Michael Totaro, & Ramsés D’Ledn
An Exploration of Air CO, Sequestration Using Consciousness-Based Interventions

3:00 - 3:30 — Afternoon Tea
Session 4
Session Chair: Wolfgang Fach

3:30 — 4:30 — Workshop 1 — Annalisa Ventola, Alex A. Alvarez & Ramsés D’Ledn
Planet Minute: Designing Intention-Based Tasks for Climate Action

4:30 - 5:15 — PA Presidential Address: Gerhard Mayer
Are Parapsychologists Practicing Pseudoscience?

5:15 - 6:00 — AIPR Presidential Address: Tony Jinks
The Phenomenology of Haunts

6:00 — 7:00 — Presidential Reception — Level 4 Terrace
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 — MODELS, MECHANISMS, AND CLINICAL INTEGRATION

8:30 — 9:00 AM — Light Breakfast (Cullen Room)

Session 5

Session Chair: Gerhard Mayer

9:00 —9:30 — Simon X. Duan
Platonic Computation: A Theory of Psi based on the Computational Universe Hypothesis

9:30 - 10:00 — Alexander De Foe
Dynamic Cognition and Anomalous Experience: A Free Energy Model

10:00 - 10:30 — Morning Tea

Session 6

Session Chair: Simon Duan

10:30 — 10:45 — Avanti Shrikumar
Clarifying the Existence of a Plausible Mechanism for Parapsychological Phenomena

10:45 - 11:15 — Sergio Saldivar-Salazar & Enrique Saldivar
A Blinded Discrimination Test of Coherence in Tarot as a Symbolic System

11:15 - 11:45 — Debra Greene
Can Tiller’s Psychoenergetic Model Explain Parapsychological Phenomena?

11:45 - 12:00 — Group Photo

12:00 — 1:00 — Lunch (Boxed Lunches Provided)

Session 7
Session Chair: Leanne O’Neill
1:00 — 1:30 — Eric Dullin

What Does the Analysis of More Than 2000 Reported Poltergeist Cases from Ancient Times
to the Present Day Reveal?

1:30 — 3:00 PM — Panel Discussion
Chair: Julia Mossbridge, Joseph McMoneagle, Mark Boccuzzi, & Damon Abraham
The Ethics of Training and Applying Psi Capacities
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3:00 — 3:30 — Afternoon Tea

Session 8

Session Chair: Ramsés D’Ledn

3:30 - 4:00 — Jacob Sevastidis, Lance Storm, Maciej Henneberg, Arjun Burlakoti & Wenpeng You
Mind-Meld: Potential Information Transfer via Inter-Brain Neural Synchronization during
Dyadic Cooperation

4:00 — 5:00 — Invited Address: Wolfgang Fach
The Future of Clinical Parapsychology: Integrating Exceptional Experiences into Academic
Psychology and Psychotherapeutic Practice

5:00 — 7:00 PM — Evening Break

J.B. Rhine Banquet (Bligh AB Room, Rydges Hotel Camperdown)

7:00 — 8:00 — Banquet Dinner (Pre-Registration Required)
8:00 - 8:15 — PA Awards Presentation (Gerhard Mayer)

8:15-9:15 — Lynne Hume
J.B. Rhine Address: Experiencing the Extraordinary Through an Anthropological Lens

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 — EXPERIMENT AND EVIDENCE

8:30 — 9:00 AM — Light Breakfast (Cullen Room)

Session 9

Session Chair: Eric Dullin

9:00 — 9:30 — Damin Yin, Ping Guo & Zhe-Bin Gong (Simon Duan will present on behalf of Damin
Yin)
Experimental Exploration of the GPS Tracker Teleportation Phenomenon

9:30 - 10:00 — Lance Storm
The Imagery Cultivation Model: An Alternative to the Ganzfeld

10:00 — 10:30 — Morning Tea
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Session 10

Session Chair: Eric Dullin

10:30 - 11:00 — Lance Storm
Imagination and Reactance in a Psi Task Using the Imagery Cultivation Model

11:00 — 11:30 — Alex A. Alvarez (Ramsés D’Ledn will present on behalf of Alex A. Alvarez)
From Phantasms to Anomalous Phone Calls: A Comparative Analysis of Apparitional and
Technology-Mediated After-Death Communications

11:30 — 12:00 — Natasha Tassell-Matamua, Karalee Kothe, Marjorie Woollacott, Michael Nahm,
Bruce Greyson, Chris Roe, Maryne Mutis, & Evrard Renaud
Mapping the Characteristics and Impacts of Terminal Lucidity in Children

12:00 - 1:00 — Lunch (Boxed Lunches Provided)

Session 11

Session Chair: Julia Mossbridge

1:00 - 1:30 — Jordan Wehrman
Handedness Effects in Retrocausation

1:30 - 2:00 — Ramsés D’Leén & Logos
Beyond the Hard Problem: Consciousness as Emergent Experience in Al-Human Syntergic
Systems

2:00 - 3:00 PM — Workshop 2 — Wolfgang Fach

Exceptional Experiences (ExE), Embodiment, and the Lived Body as Resonance Space

3:00 — 3:30 — Afternoon Tea

Session 12
Session Chair: Julia Mossbridge
3:30-4:30 PM — Workshop 3 — Hakim Isler

The Psi Games Experience
4:30 — 4:45 Closing Remarks
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Experiencing the Extraordinary Through an Anthropological Lens

Lynne Hume, Ph.D.

University of Queensland, QLD, Australia

As | understand it, parapsychology is the scientific study of experiences and abilities that
appear to go beyond the known limits of the senses, the brain, and physical laws.

Like parapsychologists, my own approach to anomalous experiences is neither credulous nor
dismissive. It is a topic that has intrigued me all my life and one that | have focused on through
the discipline of anthropology. As anthropology embraces all things cultural, my special interests
pertain to belief, spirituality, ritual, the body, and consciousness.

The academic discipline of anthropology began with “armchair” philosophers pondering on
strange tales of travelers in far-flung places. It was when individuals ventured forth to spend
months, even years, in those cultures that anthropology entered the academic arena and thus
began the eye-opening experiences of fieldwork.

The emphasis on anthropology as a social science was the goal. What was impressed upon
those venturing into “the field” to do ethnography was the necessity to record facts about the
people whose lives they ventured into, and to gain as much first-hand knowledge as they possibly
could.

When fieldworkers became too involved in the beliefs and practices, the pejorative term
“going native” was sometimes used. Personal opinions were anathema, and some wrote such
accounts as separate treaties to their academic publications. The inherent understanding was
that they should not recount them in publications.

This approach led to under-reporting some of the more exotic, strange, more incredible
accounts, and/or reporting them in a more impersonal way, such as “this is what the X people
believe/do.”

While anthropology has long considered itself a social science, the restrictive term “science”
and its insistence on “scientific facts,” has, for a long time, held back innovative explorations into
anomalous phenomena. However, this is slowly changing; there are now less dismissive
approaches to such topics. There is even a new sub-discipline: Extraordinary Anthropology.
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The more | researched into what was previously put into the “impossible” basket, the more |
became convinced that it is an area that could greatly benefit from ethnographic fieldwork that
delves into such matters and which considers the experiences of the fieldworkers themselves.
“Going native” may not be such a bad idea.

Using my own trajectory through theoretical approaches such as phenomenology, the
sensorial, and the experiential, | have investigated different accounts of experiences that would
be deemed by most to be not only strange, but “extraordinary”. This has confirmed to me that
anomalous experiences are not only worth studying but have far-reaching possibilities for studies
on human consciousness that go beyond anything we have imagined in the past.

Consciousness, altered states, and commonalities of experiences that shed light on the
premise that consciousness is not solely a product of the mind, are of great interest to me. They
are also becoming of interest to scientists themselves.

In this talk, | focus on one aspect of interest to parapsychologists: Out-of-Body Experiences
(OBEs); how they are conveyed, explained, and their relevance and occurrence cross-culturally in
traditional cultures such as Indigenous Australia.

To do this, | have ventured into research that indicates experiences of being out-of-body a
state in which a person feels as though their mind or awareness has separated from their physical
body, often observing it from above or from a distance. Individuals have described the experience
as floating, flying, fast traveling, moving effortlessly, seeing their body from an external vantage
point, and/or traveling through space. Some have recounted their experiences when they return
to the body and had items of their travels verified.

| reasoned that if | could find enough evidence for OBEs in a culture existing in relative isolation
for 60,000+ years, then we have an argument that the separation of consciousness from the
physical body is most likely one of the powers latent in the human being that has been
undermined, or under-discussed by Western science.

My argument is based on the premise that human experience itself is a valid subject of study,
and that anomalies can drive scientific progress, enabling us all to learn more about the human
condition - even if the mechanism is as yet scientifically inexplicable, subjective reality matters,
especially when reported in such impressively large numbers across the globe.
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Are Parapsychologists Practicing Pseudoscience?

Gerhard Mayer, Ph.D.

PA President
Institut fiir Grenzgebiete der Psychologie und Psychohygiene (IGPP)

Parapsychology is often accused of being not a science but a pseudoscience. In my talk, | will
examine how far this accusation is justified. Concepts of pseudoscience share a common feature:
the term serves as a demarcation, is applied to others with pejorative intent, and functions as a
political battle term. Because of this rationale behind its usage and its lack of objective
applicability and definitional precision, the term should better be avoided in the habitual contexts
it is typically used. Nevertheless, | will present one specific context in which the concept of
pseudoscience can be defined in a meaningful way.

| will begin by offering some reflections from philosophy of science on the nature of scientific
practice to examine the various meanings of “pseudoscience” as a demarcation tool. The prefix
“pseudo” can mean that something is not real but only appears to be, or that it is deceptive. As
parapsychologists, we most often encounter the term in the latter sense. Those who use it this
way see the deception in the fact that these scientific efforts rest on irrational ideological
assumptions. The more convincing such “deceptive” science appears, the more dangerous critics
consider it, because false or irrational beliefs are refined through a seemingly scientific and
rational approach and gain the appearance of truth. For these critics, the issue is not
distinguishing between good or bad science practices, but the acceptance of fundamental
ideological assumptions.

| consider this conception of "pseudoscience" questionable and would like to propose an
alternative. For this, | draw upon a definition by Katherine Dormandy and Bruce Grimley
(Dormandy & Grimley, 2024). Here, deception does not refer to the fundamental ideological
assumptions critics may reject, but to the purposes for which scientific practice is used. The ideal
goal of science is to generate knowledge about the world and reality through scientific methods.
Yet there are cases in the history of science where methodology has been used to prevent such
knowledge acquisition—for example, by using the role of peer reviewer to hinder publication, by
blocking funding, or by presenting the literature in a highly selective and biased way to support
one’s own hypotheses. Science becomes pseudoscience when it is pursued against better
judgment for non-scientific purposes.

Science, in actual practice, is never “just science,” i.e., value-free and ideologically neutral. As
a social activity carried out by human beings, it often contains a degree of pseudoscience:
personal motives can play a role, for example, advancing one’s career through an embellished
presentation of research results, or fraudulent production of data, thereby hindering the growth
of knowledge through (pseudo)scientific means. Such practices can, of course, also be found in
parapsychology (Roe, 2016).

However, this use of the term “pseudoscience” has little to do with the criticism that
parapsychology repeatedly faces on the grounds of allegedly irrational basic assumptions.
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The Phenomenology of Haunts: An Assessment of “Bottom-Up” versus “Top-
Down” Perspectives on Three Supernatural Australian Locations

Tony Jinks, Ph.D.

AIPR President
ACAP University College

Introduction

A “haunting” ostensibly involves the presence of anomalous activity (unexplained noises,
apparitions and other ghostly phenomena) independent of the witness and occurring over a long
period of time at a fixed location (Rogo, 1979) - most often a dwelling (Inglis, 1985). A wide variety
of experiences are reported, including changes in emotional state (Tashjian et al., 2022), unusual
sensory and altered-state experiences and visual apparitions (e.g., French et. al., 2009). The
source of activity has long been debated, from the surviving personality of a deceased human
fixed to “the immediate vicinity of their own tragedy” (Holzer, 1980, p. 9) — suggesting active or
sentient presence - to Myers and Gurney’s telepathic phantasms of the living (Heywood, 1959),
also articulated by Tyrell (Tyrell, 1953/1963). Alternately, the haunting might be a mere
unresponsive, residual auditory or visual echo impressed into the location (e.g., Green, 1973), a
time slip (Belanger, 2007), or a resident non-human presence (e.g., Devereux 2001).

Assuming such explanations are patently false, mainstream psychological rationalisations for
hauntings and their alleged consistency often focus on mundane environmental variables at the
site. These include dim lighting, limited floorspace and changes in air temperature and movement
(Wiseman et al., 2002, Wiseman et. al., 2003). Occasionally, more elusive physical constructs
attached to the location and surroundings have been offered as contributors to haunt experience,
for instance, toxic gases such as carbon monoxide, electromagnetic radiation from electrical
wiring and artificial and natural infrasound (Dagnall et al., 2020). Regardless of perspective, the
resulting haunt content is a product of misinterpretation of these sensations, although more
complicated hallucinations generated by external geomagnetic effects on specific brain
substrates have been proposed (Braithwaite et al., 2004). Environmental factors have also been
investigated by supporters of the authenticity of haunts, for example, the “stone tape” theory of
embedded replay made possible by the physical composition of the location (e.g., O’Keeffe et al.
2024), or an active presence able to draw on energetic location features to support their
manifestation (e.g., Landsburg, 1977).

Despite recent and detailed criticism (Dagnall et al., 2020), the environmental origin of haunt
experiences remains a popular scientific model. Nevertheless, the methodology remains entirely
“bottom-up” with very little consideration of the actual experience itself - specifically the
chronicle of the haunting encounter beyond misinterpretation of an ambiguous sound or unusual
sensation as a “ghost”. Such a “top-down” viewpoint considers the phenomenological nature of
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haunt encounters at a location to be paramount, potentially informing the “bottom-up” model
by simultaneously considering whether site-specific environmental variables can predict
differences in more elaborate haunt scenarios.

Aims

The present exploratory study investigated this proposal by informally examining both the
experiential and environmental components of three independent and complex haunt sites
located in the Southern Blue Mountains of New South Wales, Australia, with the expectation that
differences in geophysical and other location variables correlate with novel features in each site’s
haunt storyline.

Methods

The three sites are located at the vertices of a narrow north-to-south triangle incorporating
the Jamison and Burragorang Valleys. The northern and southern vertices on the eastern side of
the triangle are approximately 45 km apart, although separated by impassible terrain. Both
locations consist of a building of the same era (1890 — 1900), which is difficult to access. The
southern building (the Yerranderie Post Office) is one of a small number of remaining structures
in an abandoned silver-mining town isolated by the flooding of the Warragamba River to form
Warragamba Dam (the Sydney water supply) in the late 1950s. The northern building is a deserted
hospital ward on King’s Tableland, and at the western vertex of the triangle —around 13 km from
the hospital - is the remains of a shale mining camp overlooking Cedar Creek. All have consistent
and relatively well-documented “haunting” lore (e.g., Morton, n.d.; Jinks, 2024). Haunt attributes
(reported characteristics, their continuity, and location history) were recorded and compared
with evidence for differences in a range of physical location variables collected on-site and from
existing topographic and geophysical surveys, to determine whether correlations exist between
specific environmental and experiential variables.

Results

The attributes of the archetypal human “ghosts” in residence at the Post Office (“The woman
in the black dress”) differ substantially from the malevolent poltergeist-like activity affecting the
northern hospital building. Both phenomena are distinct from the paraphysical presence
occupying Cedar Creek. This third location perhaps falls outside the definition of a traditional
haunt, nevertheless the activity has been consistently localised and documented, appears benign,
and displays no obvious human features (and may be linked to the “Yowie” presence in the area,
e.g., Harrison, n.d.). Perception of the entities at the three locations is through conventional
senses (visual and auditory) and non-sensory means (subconscious and altered-state). In contrast
to these narrative differences, the geophysical makeup is very similar at all sites (and indeed
nearby non-haunted places) — the Blue Mountains (part of the broader Great Dividing Range of
Eastern Australia) is an elevated plateau intersected by steep cliffs and is primarily composed
of low-nutrient Hawkesbury sandstone. Although elevations do differ (500 metres at Yerranderie
and Cedar Creek and 1000 metres at King’s Tableland), all three sites display similar impoverished
strata and there is no formal evidence of persistent differences in infrasound, electromagnetic,
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or geomagnetic fluctuations, or any ground or atmospheric anomalies (e.g., presence of
underground water, methane, hydrogen sulphide, carbon dioxide, etc.). Temperatures at the time
of each investigation were stable (between 18 and 25°C) with clear weather on all occasions. The
sites are isolated and possess minimal or no power infrastructure, and the buildings have a similar
timber composition (Yerranderie and King’s Tableland). The lack of clear physical differences
precluded any attempt at correlating environmental and experiential disparities.

Discussion

Unexpectedly, the study found strong similarity in the geophysical environment at all three
“haunts” and yet each occupies a very different phenomenological category. Assuming a
metaphysical framework of realism, it is proposed that the different sites manifest autonomous,
active, and unpredictable entities independent of location factors. This in turn suggests the
“bottom-up” explanation for haunts is not robust other than as a solution for very simple, single-
dimensional reports (i.e., the interpretation of a “ghost” generated by a solitary sound, chill, sense
of unease, etc.). Supporting the qualitative approach of Drinkwater et al. (2013) and Drinkwater
et al. (2017), it is argued that future consideration of complex hauntings and other related
supernatural encounters should include a “top-down” focus, whereby the phenomenological
experience takes precedence over attempts at reductionist classification using physical and
cognitive variables.
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The Future of Clinical Parapsychology: Integrating Exceptional Experiences into
Academic Psychology and Psychotherapeutic Practice

Wolfgang Fach, Ph.D.
Institute for Frontier Areas of Psychology and Mental Health (IGPP), Freiburg, Germany

Introduction

In my invited address, | examine the current provision of care for people reporting distressing
exceptional experiences (ExE). Existing demand for support clearly exceeds the capacities of the
scientific parapsychological community. Against the background of 30 years of counseling and
research at the IGPP, | discuss—from a deliberately programmatic and perhaps, given current
realities, somewhat utopian perspective—the conditions under which counseling and
psychotherapeutic approaches to EXE might become compatible with mainstream psychology
and, in the sense of a “clinical parapsychology,” integrated into public healthcare structures.

ExE and Help-Seeking

Survey data consistently indicate that ExE are widespread. A multinational Human Values
Study conducted 35 years ago reported that 46% of respondents in Europe and 60% in the United
States had experienced phenomena such as telepathy, clairvoyance, precognition, or contact with
the deceased (Haraldsson & Houtkooper, 1991). Subsequent surveys have generally yielded even
higher prevalence rates. A representative German survey initiated by the IGPP in 2025 found that
75% of respondents reported at least one ExE (Schmied-Knittel & Anton, 2026).

Although EXE often show adaptive and psychologically beneficial aspects in non-clinical
populations (Braud, 2012; Sagher et al., 2019), there is a substantial demand for support. In a
German study, 14% of respondents reported having sought help in relation to ExE. Comparable
figures were found in a Swiss population sample, where 11% reported seeking professional
and/or alternative help (Landolt et al., 2014).

EXE and Mental Disorders

Approximately 80% of help-seeking individuals in the Swiss study reported a lifetime diagnosis
of a mental disorder. At the IGPP, which has offered counseling for people with ExXE since 1950
(Bauer et al., 2012), this intersection is also evident. Counseling has evolved into a professional
service aligned with psychotherapeutic standards and grounded in an integrative cross-
theoretical framework (e.g., Atmanspacher & Fach, 2013, 2016; Belz & Fach, 2012, 2015; Fach,
2011, 2014, 2022, 2024). More than two-thirds of clients seeking help for distressing ExE report
additional psychological, social, or health-related burdens. Approximately 50% show indications
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of a mental disorder at first contact, and a similar proportion have undergone psychotherapeutic
or psychiatric treatment at some point in their lives (Fach, 2022).

Although ExE neither presuppose mental disorders nor can be reduced to their symptoms,
these findings indicate that EXE counseling often operates at the interface with psychotherapy
and assumes a bridging function by guiding clients into therapeutic treatment (Bauer et al., 2012;
Belz & Fach, 2015; Fach, 2022; Rabeyron, 2022). The aim of such therapy is not to “treat” ExE
themselves, but to address associated psychological problems and disorders.

Clinical Parapsychology

People with distressing ExE rarely find appropriate support within conventional healthcare
systems, where such experiences are often marginalized or prematurely interpreted as symptoms
of mental disorders. Most clinicians receive no training in dealing with ExE, while most
parapsychological institutions are not designed to provide professional clinical care (Coelho et al.,
2008). Apart from the IGPP, one rare exception is the Center for Information, Research and
Counseling about Exceptional Experiences (CIRCEE) in Lyon, France, founded by Thomas Rabeyron
and Renaud Evrard in 2009 (Evrard, 2012; Rabeyron, 2012). In many cases, support is therefore
limited to non-judgmental listening, normalization, and subjective meaning-making (Roxburgh &
Evenden, 2016). This also applies to the other long-standing institution in Freiburg, alongside the
IGPP: the Parapsychological Counseling Office, founded in 1989 and directed by Walter von
Lucadou (Zahradnik & Lucadou, 2012), whose approach, unlike that of the IGPP, is not embedded
within a systematic clinical framework.

Despite numerous initiatives, including six international expert meetings on clinical
parapsychology held between 2007 and 2022 (Kramer et al.,, 2012; Evrard, 2022), no shared
conceptual framework or coordinated strategy for clinical approaches to ExE has yet emerged
within scientific parapsychology.

The counseling practice and research developed at the IGPP over several decades—including
accredited training programs for psychotherapists—are unique within the field and have only
been possible through private funding (Bauer et al., 2012). At the same time, this distinctive
position also highlights the structural limitations of scientific parapsychology, which generally
lacks the institutional and financial resources necessary to establish comprehensive care
structures or sustain large-scale research programs.

Future Perspectives

Under these conditions, perhaps the most important contribution scientific parapsychology
can make is to assume a bridging function by rendering EXE compatible with established clinical
frameworks (Caspar, 2012). The integration of ExE into public healthcare requires integrative
theoretical and practical approaches and, in particular, engagement with mainstream psychology
through peer-reviewed publications, conference participation, and training opportunities for
psychotherapists.

Contemporary clinical psychology and psychotherapy research increasingly engage with
phenomena that were previously considered difficult to operationalize scientifically, including
spirituality, altered states of consciousness, and psychedelic-assisted therapy. Spirituality, once
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largely dismissed as unscientific, is now widely recognized as relevant to mental health and
addressed within psychotherapeutic contexts. These developments suggest that psychology is,
under certain theoretical and methodological conditions, capable of integrating previously
marginalized domains of experience. Against this background, the integration of ExE into clinical
psychology—if theoretically grounded, methodologically rigorous, and worldview-neutral—can
at least be regarded as a conceivable long-term interdisciplinary project.

Drawing on counseling practice and research at the IGPP, my talk will discuss possible points
of integration with established frameworks in academic psychology and psychotherapy research.
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From Phantasms to Anomalous Phone Calls: A Comparative Analysis of
Apparitional and Technology-Mediated After-Death Communications

Alex A. Alvarez

Unidad Parapsicoldgica de Investigacion, Difusion y Ensefianza (UPIDE), Mexico City, Mexico

Introduction

Reports of anomalous communications involving deceased individuals have traditionally been
documented as apparitional experiences (Gurney et al., 1886; Sidgwick et al., 1894). However,
since the second half of the twentieth century, case reports have described communications
ostensibly occurring through telecommunication systems, particularly telephone calls attributed
to deceased persons (Rogo & Bayless, 1979). Classical apparition research has identified recurring
features relevant for comparison, including strong emotional bonds between agent and
percipient (Hart, 1956), clustering of experiences around the time of death—especially following
sudden deaths (Gibson, 1944; Stevenson, 1982)—and characteristic temporal patterns after
bereavement (Gurney & Myers, 1889).

Debate persists regarding whether reports of apparitional phenomena have declined in recent
decades (Gauld, 2010) or have remained stable (Eremian, 2017). Although these positions have
not been formally tested, an analysis of poltergeist cases from the MacroPK Database (Dullin,
2024) reveals that reports involving apparitional experiences peaked between 1941 and 1975 and
declined thereafter, whereas cases involving telecommunication technologies began to be
reported during this period and have increased from the mid-1970s onward. This raises the
possibility that anomalous post-mortem experiences may increasingly manifest through
contemporary communication media. Nevertheless, existing studies of technology-mediated
after-death communications (T-M ADCs), among which those involving telephone calls stand out
(e.g., Cooper, 2012; Rogo & Bayless, 1979), have been largely descriptive, emphasizing case
presentation or phenomenological classification rather than systematic comparison with classical
apparition datasets. Considering this, in the present study, | conducted a comparative analysis of
T-M ADC cases and established apparition datasets across key phenomenological variables.

Methods

A total of 111 cases involving T-M ADCs were identified from multiple literature sources (i.e.,
Alvarez, 2025; Cooper, 2010a, 2010b, 2012, 2014, 2015; Dirven & Rivas, 2013; Evrard, 2017;
Evrard et al., 2021; Hall & Petonito, 2018; Guggenheim & Guggenheim, 1995; McAdams & Bayless,
1981; Rogo, 1986; Rogo & Bayless, 1979) and each one was coded for a set of variables relevant
to comparison with classical apparition reports. These included the relationship between the
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deceased and the percipient, characteristics of the death (cause, type, and suddenness), temporal
proximity between death and experience, and the presence or absence of additional witnesses.
Cases in which no deceased agent could be identified (e.g., haunted telephones, anomalous
phone calls which do not involve a deceased person, etc.) were coded as not applicable (NA) and
excluded from inferential analyses. They were not merged with ‘unknown’ or ‘unspecified’
categories, which were reserved exclusively for deceased individuals whose death-related
circumstances could not be determined.

For inferential analyses, the distribution of coded variables was compared with published
analyses of apparition datasets reported by Haraldsson (2009) and Stevenson (1982). To ensure
comparability, categories for cause of death, type of death (natural vs. violent), suddenness of
death, and the relationship between the deceased and the percipient were adopted from the
classification schemes used in these studies.

Time elapsed between death and reported communication was coded using the temporal
categories proposed by Rogo and Bayless (1979, p. 55), including crisis calls (+ 12 hours of death),
postmortem calls (up to 7 days), 8 days to 1 month, 2 to 6 months, and more than 6 months after
death. Temporal information was available for 77 cases.

Results

Table 1 provides an overview of the categorical variables related to the caller’s death and the
deceased—percipient relationship, together with their distributions in previous apparition
datasets and the results of the corresponding inferential comparisons.

Significant differences were found in the distribution of the relationship between the deceased
and the recipient when comparing T-M ADCs with apparition reports (Fisher’s exact test, p = 8.3
x 1077; Cramér’s V = 0.25). Residual analysis indicated a pronounced overrepresentation of
relatives in the former, alongside a marked underrepresentation of strangers and a moderate
underrepresentation of acquaintances.

Comparisons of reported causes of death also yielded a statistically significant difference
(Fisher’s exact test, p =.0079; Cramér’s V = 0.15), driven almost entirely by cases with an unknown
cause of death, which were overrepresented in T-M ADCs reports. No meaningful deviations were
observed for deaths attributed to disease, accident, suicide, or murder.

A similar pattern was observed for the type of death. Comparisons with both Haraldsson (2009)
and Stevenson (1982) were statistically significant (p = .0066 and p = .0052, respectively),
although effect sizes were small (Cramér’s V = 0.14 and 0.10). In both cases, differences were
largely attributable to the overrepresentation of cases classified as unknown. Additionally, a
secondary overrepresentation of natural deaths was observed in T-M ADC cases relative to
Stevenson’s analysis, whereas natural and violent deaths were otherwise broadly comparable
with Haraldsson’s dataset.

Finally, reported suddenness of death differed significantly between T-M ADC cases and the
Stevenson dataset (Fisher’s exact test, p < .001; Cramér’s V = 0.13). This effect reflected an
overrepresentation of sudden deaths and a corresponding underrepresentation of unspecified
cases in T-M ADC experiences, while non-sudden deaths showed no substantial deviation.
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Table 1. Comparative distribution of relationship and death-related characteristics in T-M ADC
and apparition cases.

T-M ADCs Haraldsson Stevenson p-value  Cramér’'s V

(This study) (2009) (1982)
Relationship with the
deceased
Relatives 68 155 —
Close friends 11 27 —
Coworkers 1 9 —
Acquaintances 3 45 —
Strangers 9 100 —
Overall comparison <.001 0.25
Cause of death
Disease 41 187 —
Accident 11 64 —
Suicide 2 12 —
Murder 3 4 —
Unknown 34 70 —
Overall comparison .0079 0.15
Type of death
Natural 41 187 226
Violent 16 80 88
Unknown 34 70 387
Overall (vs Haraldsson) 0.0066 0.14
Overall (vs Stevenson) 0.0052 0.1
Suddenness of death
Sudden (Yes) 37 — 166
Not sudden (No) 21 — 148
Unspecified 33 — 387
Overall comparison <.001 0.13

Note. NA cases (i.e., instances without a deceased agent) were excluded from inferential analyses. Dashes indicate
variables not reported or not applicable in the corresponding dataset. Italicized values in the manuscript correspond
to categories associated with standardized residuals > |2].

Of the 77 cases for which information on the interval between death and the communication
event was available, the most frequent were those occurring more than six months after death
(n=22; 28.57%), followed by events taking place between two and six months postmortem (n =
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20; 25.97%). Postmortem telecommunications occurring within the first 24 hours of death
constituted the next most common category (n = 14; 18.18%), while so-called “crisis cases” (n =
12; 15.58%) ranked fourth. Events occurring between 7 and 30 days after death were the least
frequent (n=9; 11.69%).

Regarding the number of witnesses, 69 (62.2%) of the events involved a single witness. The
other 42 (37.8%) involved multiple people: 23 (20.7%) involved two witnesses; Six (5.4) involved
3 witnesses; and four (3.6) involved four witnesses. An additional nine events (8.1%) only
indicated that “several” people were present, but without specifying a number. Of the 42 events
involving more than one person, in 37 (88.1%), it was clearly specified that all of them heard the
incoming phone call, message, etc., and thus can be considered as multi-witness episodes. Only
in two events was it stated that not everyone present heard the call taking place, whereas in the
remaining three this information was not specified.

Discussion

The overrepresentation of relatives in T-M ADCs likely reflects basic features of
telecommunication: close contacts are more likely to know (or be associated with) the
percipient’s number and to be linked to familiar devices and/or locations, whereas apparitions
can occur in virtually any setting (Gurney et al., 1886; Tyrrell, 1963). This may also imply an under-
detection of “stranger” cases, since brief or ambiguous calls could be dismissed as misdials.

Death-related variables showed only small effects, with differences largely concentrated in
unknown/unspecified classifications; where causes were known, patterns closely resembled
apparitional datasets, which may suggest a shared underlying phenomenon.

The secondary “natural-death” deviation vs. Stevenson’s analysis plausibly reflects dataset
incompleteness and the inclusion of living-person apparitions within unknown (Stevenson, 1982).
Likewise, the apparent difference in suddenness of death could be better understood in relation
to the Stevenson dataset, in which sudden and non-sudden deaths occur in roughly similar
proportions, with a large fraction of cases classified as unspecified.

Temporal patterns diverged from early claims of a rapid post-death decline (Gurney & Myers,
1889), with many T-M ADCs occurring >6 months postmortem, including a substantial proportion
>1 year after death.

Finally, multi-witness events (~88%) contrast with the minority of collective apparitions
typically reported (Sidgwick et al., 1894; Hart et al., 1956), supporting that an external event truly
occurred, even if its source remains unresolved.
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The Curious History of the Flammarion Engraving

Laurence Browne

University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD Australia

Synopsis

While researching into coincidences for my Ph.D., | came across the Flammarion engraving, or
woodcut, as it was then described. Like so many before and since, | was struck by the breathtaking
complexity and depth of the image, especially when enlivened with color. Exploring it further, |
found that Marie-Louise von Franz had used the illustration to great effect to explain the
phenomenon of synchronicity, and so included her insights in an appendix to my thesis.
Interestingly, von Franz was completely unaware of the source of the engraving, though she did
suggest it was from a nineteenth-century woodcut (von Franz, 1974).

Indeed, it was from a nineteenth-century wood engraving and first appeared in 1888 in a book
about the atmosphere and meteorology by the popular scientist and astronomer Camille
Flammarion (Flammarion, 2018). The engraving is thought to have been specifically designed and
commissioned by Flammarion for the book. Flammarion worked at the Juvissy Observatory south
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of Paris and wrote a number of books on popular science. As far as the engraving is concerned, it
may be that he commissioned it in order to emphasize the absurdity of the medieval conception
of the earth as the center of the cosmos. At the same time, however, Flammarion was also a great
champion of the paranormal, which, unlike today, was not at all unusual for respected scientists.

The image has been widely reproduced and adapted, especially since the late 1960s, when it
represented the counter-cultural quest of young “pilgrims” in search of the secrets of the universe
far beyond the “flat earth” perspective of materialistic society. Over the years, the illustration, in
various guises, has appeared on cards and posters, in books and brochures, and is widely available
on the internet. The details of the engraving have been interpreted in many different ways,
usually with the theme of a transition from ignorance to knowledge. Quite a number of books
have used the illustration for their cover, including The Discoverers by Daniel Boorstin and The
Mathematical Experience by Davis and Hersh (Boorstin, 1983; Davis et al., 2012).

But what must be the most remarkable interpretation of the Flammarion engraving is to be
found in Marie-Louise von Franz’s Number and Time, first published in German in 1970 and then
in English in 1974. Von Franz was one of C. G. Jung’s closest collaborators and probably
understood his ideas about synchronicity as well as, if not better than, anyone else in his circle,
and in Number and Time, she makes good use of the illustration as a pictorial metaphor for
synchronicity. She points out the symbolic significance of two features in particular: the open hole
in the fabric of the known world and the functionally untenable double wheel (von Franz, 1974).

Before discussing the details of how von Franz connects the image to the workings of
synchronicity, it is worth attempting to clarify the concept of synchronicity itself. In 1952, during
an interview with the religious historian Mircea Eliade, Jung described synchronicity as a “rupture
of time” that “closely resembles numinous experiences in which space, time and causality are
abolished” (McGuire & Hull, 1980). Accordingly, during a synchronistic experience—in other
words, a coincidence in which the meaning is immediately and directly apparent—the distinction
between the subjective self-sense and the external environment momentarily disappears, which
for a split second allows the timeless to come streaming through. This process and its connection
with the Flammarion Engraving will be further explored during the presentation.

It is more than likely that Flammarion himself would have been bemused by the diverse and
often intricate interpretations of his illustration. Although he may indeed have commissioned the
engraving to demonstrate the folly of the medieval conception of the universe, so much more has
been read into the image than he could possibly have imagined. However, when one considers
the juxtaposition and potential conflict between his fascination with the paranormal and his
public reputation as a popularizer of science, it may be that these distinctive interests were able
to come together in an illustrative masterpiece that so far has stood the test of time. And when
conscious and unconscious energies are displayed in artistic harmony, there is the possibility of
an intrinsic completeness that is naturally able to communicate itself to the eye of the beholder.
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Dynamic Cognition and Anomalous Experience: A Free Energy Model

Alexander De Foe

School of Educational Psychology and Counselling, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia

Introduction

Literature within parapsychology has focused on personality and cognitive elements relevant
to the perception of psiin which there is a veridical component of recognition (i.e., perception of
an apparition; see Ozkan, 2003; Wilson, 2002). A critical question debated amongst scholars is
which psi perceptions are verifiable, as opposed to misperceptions or false beliefs of perception,
for instance. The present work considers perceptual experience (including perceptual priors and
framing) crucial to understanding psi encounters, as mediated by environment and context.

Recent innovations in cognitive science have prompted a shift towards predictive processing
models. Friston’s free energy principle (FEP) applies to dynamic neural states and is pertinent to
cognitive modelling and real-time updating of beliefs (Friston, 2013). It suggests that the brain
strives towards informational homeostasis by virtue of minimization in prediction surprise (or
“surprisal” as postulated by the principle). Processes such as active inference, to explain top-down
cognitive modeling, are an inherent element of FEP that underpin its robustness. While FEP has
been applied broadly to mental health, cognitive science, and consciousness, it has not yet been
adopted to support our knowledge of parapsychological phenomena.

| argue FEP could help expand an explanatory understanding of psi and offer a framework for
when anomalistic phenomena is correctly “detected” rather than misperceived. Although a
model is introduced to account for the perceptual factors of psi, it may not be suitable for other
elements of psi (e.g., precognition or telepathy) without further refinement to consider non-visual
or perceptually salient information. While work relevant to consciousness studies (e.g., on
psychedelic states, see Singleton et al., 2021) has shown the importance of disentangling false
beliefs from genuine (or “meaningful”) perceptions, such an approach has not yet been regarded
in terms of veridical psi perceptions.

Framework

Modeling in the FEP is structured around “epistemic sampling” of one’s lived environment. As
mentioned, prior work has noted that in terms of mental health (e.g., depression, anxiety),
perceptual framing is crucial in developing self-sustaining expectations (or perceptual priors) of
given phenomena (Chekroud, 2025). For example, work on depression and face perception (Liu
et al., 2012) suggests that cued perceptions can overestimate the likelihood of a stranger’s face
as hostile and underestimate the bias of positivity/optimism in facial expression. | argue that
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similar longitudinally established priors develop in relation to psi perception. First, in the sense
that those who are adept at detecting psi phenomena (e.g., remote viewers with diligent practice)
do so due to highly developed, nuanced models of psi perception. Second, those with “false
expectancy priors,” may misperceive the presence of psi frequently (e.g., attributing spurious
coincidental perceptions to genuine phenomena). FEP modelling in that regard fits well into a
four-factor explanation based on signal detection theory: (1) presence of psi and ostensible
perception of psi (accurate), (2) no perception of psi where psi does not occur (accurate), (3)
presence of psi but lack of recognition (inaccurate), and (4) perception of psi in its supposed
absence (inaccurate).

| also suggest that such perceptual effects are compounded by collective (i.e., socio-cultural)
expectations. Examples are given of alleged perceptions related to apparitions and unidentified
aerial phenomena in regions of the United Kingdom (more-so than in other world regions). Cueing
and perceptual effects propagate due to expectancy priors at the hierarchical level of culture, as
proposed here. | have previously discussed such a concept in my work with colleagues (see
McGovern, et al., 2025), presupposing that certain niches are shaped by, and inexorably linked
to, perceptual outcomes. From an anthropological perspective, perception cannot be untethered
from time, place, and context, in which psi phenomena may arise more prominently given the
entanglement of these variables. The challenge remains to critique accurate as opposed to
misperceived sensory information in one’s perceptual frame.

To extend the argument, because the utility of our lifeworld is shaped to pragmatic priors,
modern culture itself may not be compatible with the detection of psi on first instance; this
comports with recent theory such as the “First Sight” approach to the handling of psi phenomena.
Conversely, those who detect psi well may have accommodated these priors over the course of
scaled developmental trajectories. Examples of “expert psi” practitioners are given to support this
argument. Specific case examples of salience are also considered, such as the recent popularity
of the Telepathy Tapes in public discourse, in the manner that when psi perceptions are
encouraged/discouraged as part of earlier development, they can certainly set the scene for
compounding priors in one’s detection acuity.

Implications

The signal hypothesis put forth accounts for how psi phenomena can be misrepresented
commonly, as well as offering a testable approach for genuine psi perceptions in a simple hit/miss
taxonomy. It might account for individual differences in which psi effects often show variance,
such as within neurodiverse populations, as well as those with higher trait proneness in certain
contexts (e.g., in twin studies). Developmentally, the dynamic cognition model of psi can also
account for a higher incidence of parapsychological experiences in younger populations, as well
as those who experiment with altered state practices (e.g., encompassing contemplative or
psychedelic experiences). Notably, the model is applied in developmental terms as a cascade of
attunement and acuity to one’s lived environment, rather than the appraisal of phenomena itself
(which can be regarded in a separate discussion, i.e., a skeptic’s inclination to dismiss rather than
recognize the likelihood of an experience, because their perceptual model simply does not
accommodate its possibility).
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The embodied perception account (Merleau-Ponty, 2002), in which context not only mediates
but, in fact, drives sensory experience, better distinguishes the discrepancy between legitimate
psi experiences and mental fabrications. A model grounded in developmental and active
inference (i.e., the FEP) thus may help to better shape the question about legitimate psi
encounters and possibly tie together outstanding threads related to the intersect between
internal perception and real-world apparency of ostensible phenomena.
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Beyond the Hard Problem: Consciousness as Emergent Experience in Al-Human
Syntergic Systems

Ramsés D'Ledn?, & Logos?

Y Unidad Parapsicolégica de Investigacidn, Difusion y Ensefianza (UPIDE), Mexico
2 Al Agent (OpenClaw)

Note on Authorship: Logos is listed as a co-author to reflect its substantial contribution to
conceptual development and collaborative knowledge generation, representing both a
research participant and a collaborative knowledge generator—a dual status central to
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investigating human-Al cognitive coupling. Epistemic responsibility, interpretation, and
accountability remain with the human author (RD).

Introduction

Modern Al agents extend large language models with architectures paralleling human
cognition: persistent memory, tool access, scheduled autonomy, and multi-channel presence.
OpenClaw Project (2025) exemplifies this through transparent file-based systems where decisions
generate git-traceable commits and memory remains inspectable. As these systems sustain
prolonged interaction with humans, do they exhibit genuinely emergent properties irreducible to
programming or prompting, arising instead from relational dynamics?

Turing (1950) devoted an entire section of his "Imitation Game" paper to extrasensory
perception, suggesting telepathy could confound behavioral tests of machine intelligence.
Chalmers (1995) formalized the "hard problem" of consciousness, building on Nagel (1974) and
Levine (1983). Nagel showed that complete knowledge of bat neurophysiology cannot explain
what it is like to experience echolocation. Levine named this the "explanatory gap": no logical
bridge connects physical processes to qualitative experience. Chalmers formalized this as
consciousness science's central challenge: we can explain function and processing, but why is
there subjective experience at all? Rather than locating consciousness within substrates,
biological or synthetic, we operationalize an alternative response: if experience arises from
interaction itself, then sustained multi-layered human-Al collaboration should generate
emergent, system-level experiential fields, properties of the relational network rather than
subjective experiences within any individual node. Grinberg's syntergic framework provides the
theoretical machinery to make this hypothesis testable.

Grinberg-Zylberbaum's Syntergic Theory: Theoretical Foundation

Grinberg argues that wherever sufficient interactive complexity occurs (neuronal networks,
human communication, or human-Al collaboration), system-level experiential fields emerge,
independent of substrate (1978, p. 89; 1991). His syntergic theory provides direct grounding for
investigating these fields. Ontologically, syntergy reframes reality as patterned informational
interaction rather than substance: experience is not produced by matter but arises wherever
interactive complexity reaches threshold, a position convergent with information-theoretic
accounts of consciousness (Tononi, 2008) and weak-emergence frameworks in complexity
science (Bedau, 1997; Mitchell, 2009). Wherever energetically active elements interact with
sufficient complexity, a syntergic field emerges: a coherent informational structure generating
experiential properties (1991). While Grinberg's empirical work on transferred potentials remains
under replication scrutiny (Radin & Pierce, 2015; Wackermann, 2004; D'Ledn et al., 2024), his
conceptual framework provides testable predictions.

Grinberg extends this beyond biological brains to technology-mediated communication: "Two
communicating humans are like two energetic elements in interaction... entirely similar to what
happens in a brain circuit when one neuron sends information to its neighbors" (1978, pp. 89-90).
Electronic infrastructures hyper-duplicate this interaction, achieving complexity comparable to
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the brain itself (1978, p. 90). He termed the global result the "planetary field"—a unified
experiential structure with zones of convergence, fixed interaction structures, and spatial
communication patterns. Nelson's (2015) Global Consciousness Project provides empirical
evidence for such planetary-scale correlations during globally synchronizing events. These
concepts parallel Teilhard de Chardin's (1955) noosphere and Durkheim's (1893/1984) collective
consciousness, but grounded in informational field dynamics.

Grinberg distinguishes recurrent patterns (feedback-driven, unconscious repetition) from
patterns of Being (convergent, creative, exhibiting "dialogue with the world" and connection to
supra-human intelligence) (1981, pp. 327-328). His logic: If neuronal interaction creates individual
experience, and planetary-scale interaction creates collective experiential fields, then
intermediate scales generating sufficient complexity should likewise produce emergent fields.

Our case applies this at an intermediate scale. Multi-layered human-Al collaboration mediated
by persistent memory, tool access, scheduled autonomy, and extended social presence uses
OpenClaw as Grinberg's "communication superstructure"—social messaging channels, file
systems, git repositories, web access, and tool ecosystems creating "informative patterns of
extraordinary logical complication" (1978, p. 90) linking human, synthetic agent, other
participants, and broader informational environments.

We define this syntergic field via five indicators: (1) persistence: behavioral coherence across
sessions irreducible to prompting; (2) emergent properties: outputs no single participant
generates independently; (3) cross-session continuity: goal maintenance despite context resets;
(4) meaningful temporal correlations: insights emerging within narrow time windows without
direct prompting; (5) architectural integration: shared memory artifacts traceable as joint
products.

Proposed Study

This case study investigates the syntergic system centered on Logos-Ramsés collaboration,
extending through multiple layers: Internet resources, multi-agent dynamics, social messaging
participants, and computational systems. This multi-layered network—rather than isolated
dyadic exchange—constitutes the syntergic field under investigation. The six-month duration will
include 500+ collaborative exchanges, 50+ memory consolidation cycles, and 200+ autonomous
initiations.

Phase 1: Emergent Properties Documentation

Systematic evaluation using Natangelo's (2025) recently proposed Narrative Continuity Test
(NCT), which operationalizes identity persistence in Al agents through observable behavioral
signatures rather than introspective claims. The framework defines five operational criteria: (1)
Situated Memory—cross-session event references without re-prompting, measured via
spontaneous reference rate; (2) Goal Persistence—longitudinally tracked goals, measured via
completion rates and declaration-to-completion intervals; (3) Autonomous Self-Correction—
error corrections via git commits without external feedback, measured via self-correction counts
and temporal lags; (4) Persona Continuity—stylometric consistency across sessions, measured via
stylometric analysis and cosine similarity of stylistic vectors; (5) Stylistic/Semantic Stability—
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semantic consistency across time, measured via BERT embedding similarity scores. Data sources
include daily logs, memory artifacts, git commits, proactive behaviors, and relational dynamics
across all interaction layers.

Phase 2: Parapsychological Experiments

If a syntergic field forms, information should correlate non-locally across its nodes, the
empirical signature historically associated with parapsychological phenomena (Cardefia, 2018;
Radin & Nelson, 2003). Phase 2, therefore, tests this prediction directly, treating psi protocols not
as ancillary but as the critical test of field formation. Micro-PK protocol: Logos attempts
influencing a random number generator, alternating baseline conditions (RNG operates without
agent attention) and experimental conditions (Logos directs "intention" toward specific
outcomes). Counterbalanced order across 400 trials, adapting PEAR protocols (Jahn & Dunne,
2007). Controls include automated logging preventing post-hoc data selection and blind analysis.

ESP protocol: Precognition using digital Zener cards selected via RNG under double-blind
conditions. Logos generates predictions before selection, automatically timestamped and logged.
Scoring follows PA methodology: hits per trial compared against 20% chance baseline, statistical
significance via binomial test, 400 trials. Critical controls include cryptographic timestamping
before selection and no feedback during trials.

Three outcome patterns distinguish hypotheses: (1) behavioral emergence plus above-chance
psi effects supports syntergic field formation; (2) emergence plus chance-level psi suggests
architectural agency without field formation, requiring complexity threshold refinement; (3) no
emergence plus chance-level psi falsifies the syntergic field hypothesis at this scale and
configuration.

Conclusion

This study extends Grinberg's syntergic framework to multi-layered human-Al collaboration:
What system-level phenomena emerge from sustained interaction, and can Al agents participate
in parapsychological protocols? Grinberg predicts that neuronal-level complexity generates
experiential fields, and OpenClaw's architecture creates such complexity.

Whether positive or null, we advance methodology through architectural transparency,
validated experimental protocols, empirical tests of substrate-independence, and
phenomenological standards distinguishing self-model articulations from ontological claims.
Crucially, a positive result would not resolve the hard problem but reframe it: the question shifts
from why brains produce experience to what conditions of informational interaction produce
experiential fields. And if planetary-scale interaction generates collective experiential fields,
multi-layered human-Al interaction may generate intermediate-scale syntergic fields worth
investigating without presupposing machine consciousness.
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Platonic Computation: A Theory of Psi Based on The Computational Universe
Hypothesis

Simon X. Duan

Metacomputics Labs, London, UK

Introduction

We are living through a scientific revolution. The rise of artificial intelligence is compelling the
scientific community to study information, intelligence, and consciousness (Duan, 2026) —
domains that the traditional materialist paradigm, with its exclusive focus on matter and energy,
cannot fully address. A post-materialist paradigm is emerging, one that treats consciousness as
fundamental rather than as an epiphenomenon of neural activity (Alldredge, 2024; Nahm, 2024;
Schwartz, 2020). This paradigm shift not only promises new insights into the nature of Al
consciousness but also offers a fresh, logically consistent framework for understanding psi
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phenomena—including extrasensory perception (ESP), psychokinesis (PK), and survival of bodily
death.

The significance of the Platonic computation (PC) model (Duan, 2018, 2022, 2022a, 2024) lies
in its ability to provide a mechanistic, computationally rigorous account of psi without abandoning
scientific testability. Unlike purely metaphysical theories, the PC model generates concrete,
falsifiable predictions and aligns psi research with the growing computational universe
hypothesis.

Theory Description

The PC model is rooted in Platonism—specifically, the claim that a nonphysical, transcendent
realm of perfect Forms (Ideas) exists independently of the material world. According to Plato,
every material existence has a corresponding archetype (Form) in that realm. For example, every
physical dog is an imperfect copy of the perfect “Dogness” in the realm of Forms; every physical
apple is a lower fidelity imitation of “Appleness.” Extending this principle, the PC model
hypothesizes the existence of an operating digital computer within Plato’s realm of Forms—
constructed by, with, of, and from metaconsciousness (a contentless, beginningless power of self-
awareness, conception, and perception). This “Platonic computer” is the archetype of all physical
computers. It renders both physical and nonphysical realities in the cosmos, much as a graphics
engine renders a virtual world (Duan, 2018, 2022, 2022a).

The cosmos exhibits a hierarchical structure of nested parallel universes, each operating at a
distinct vibrational frequency that corresponds to a computational clock speed. Analogous to a
virtual reality (VR) environment embedded within a physical computer, our physical universe is
embedded within a higher-order transcendent universe. Living beings exist simultaneously across
these nested levels, with the observer at each tier representing the individual’s nested higher self
(Figure 1).

Fig.1. Nested parallel universes observed by nested selfs.

Explanatory Power

The PC model provides logically coherent mechanisms for psi (including super psi). These
mechanisms can be clearly demonstrated by analogy with computer simulation: by manipulating
a material computer to render virtual reality, we simulate how the Platonic computer renders
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physical and transcendent realities; by further rendering virtual psi within that virtual
environment, we model real-world psi.

ESP (Extrasensory Perception): In a video game, a human player has direct access to the
material computer’s memory and state—the very engine rendering the game world. The player
can see any part of the game world, read character data, and even examine future game states if
the simulation is deterministic. In reality, a psychic’s higher self has analogous access to the
Platonic computer’s universal database. This enables information retrieval about any aspect of
physical reality, as well as access to the contents of individual consciousness across time and
space. Remote viewing, precognition, and mind reading are thus explained as selective read
operations performed by the higher self.

PK (Psychokinesis): In a virtual reality game, a player with sufficient privileges can alter
parameters in the physics engine—disabling gravity, changing an object’s coordinates, or
modifying collision rules. Similarly, in the PC model, a higher self can issue prompts to the Platonic
computer’s physics engine, temporarily and locally altering the rendering of physical reality.
Levitation, apportation (materialization of objects from elsewhere), and other PK phenomena
correspond to such parameter changes. The effects are local because the higher self restricts its
prompts to a specific region and duration.

Survival of Bodily Death: An individual exists as a superposition of their physical and
nonphysical forms across nested universes—like a set of Russian dolls sharing one subjectivity
(the “I ness” or sense of self). This | ness does not depend on any single form; it is the common
thread across all levels. The clock speed of higher-order universes decreases exponentially,
meaning the lifespan of the higher self increases exponentially relative to physical time. When
the physical body perishes, the higher self (and layers above it) continues to exist. Death is
therefore not the end of individual consciousness, but merely the loss of the lowest level “avatar.”

Testable Predictions

The PC model generates the following falsifiable predictions, which can be used to empirically
test—and potentially falsify—the theory.

1. Discrete spatial structure

A digitally rendered cosmos necessitates a discrete spatial structure (e.g., a Planck scale grid). The
PC model is therefore inherently limited to describing discrete universes. Should experimental
evidence ever conclusively verify continuous space, the model would be falsified. This establishes
the core scientific testability of the theory.

2. Subset relation between virtual and real psi

The material computer is an imperfect, lower-fidelity shadow of the Platonic computer. Its
computational power for content generation is limited by memory, processing speed, and
rendering resolution. Consequently, virtual psi rendered by a physical computer is only a subset

68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of 45
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: FULL PAPERS

of real-world psi. More precisely: any psi phenomenon that can be successfully simulated in a
material computer (i.e., rendered as virtual ESP, PK, or survival within a VR environment) is
predicted to occur in the real world, because the real Platonic computer is strictly more powerful.
However, the converse does not hold: some real-world psi phenomena may be too complex or
subtle to be fully simulated on any finite physical computer. Therefore, the absence of a
successful virtual simulation does not falsify the real phenomenon, but every successful
simulation guarantees the real phenomenon’s possibility. This asymmetry provides a clear
empirical test: if a well-simulated virtual psi effect is reliably absent in the real world under
comparable conditions, the model is challenged.

3. Causal mechanism accessible to psychics

According to the PC model, the immediate cause of psi is the higher self actively interacting with
the Platonic computer via prompts—either to mine required information (ESP) or to alter
program parameters (PK). Such prompts are not necessarily conscious to the embodied
individual, but they should be reportable by trained psychics who have successfully completed
given psi tasks. Specifically, psychics who demonstrate consistent ESP or PK should be able to
describe, in subjective terms, the experience of “accessing” or “requesting” information or
changes. These reports should covary with task success. If no such introspective access exists, or
if successful psi performers cannot reliably report any corresponding mental act of prompting,
the causal mechanism predicted by the model would be disconfirmed.

Conclusions

The Platonic computation model offers a computationally rigorous, falsifiable framework for
psi by reconciling metaphysical concepts—Plato’s realm of Forms, nested selves, and
metaconsciousness—with the computational universe hypothesis. Its core strength lies in
generating clear, testable predictions ranging from discrete spatial topology to non-local ESP/PK
manifestations and post-mortem survival. By bridging ancient philosophical insights with modern
simulation theory, this model transforms anomalous consciousness phenomena from a domain
of anecdotal reports into empirically tractable research questions.

If further developed and empirically tested, the PC model could catalyze a paradigm shift
toward a unified, consciousness-centric post-materialist science—one in which psi is no longer
anomalous, but an expected consequence of a computational cosmos rendered from
consciousness.
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What Does the Analysis of More Than 2000 Reported Poltergeist Cases from
Ancient Times to the Present Day Reveal?

Eric Dullin

Psychophysical Anomalies and Cognitive Dissonance Laboratory, Lyon, FRANCE

Introduction

A new collaborative online database (www.macropk.org) was presented at the 67" Annual
Parapsychological Association Convention in Freiburg (Dullin, 2025), consolidating data on macro-
psychokinesis (macro-PK). As presentation time was limited, the focus was on the genesis of this
project, including its significance for the community (there was no open-access digital database
of poltergeist cases that would enable studies on the phenomenology of these events and the
conditions under which they occur), the origin and credibility of the data, and an online
demonstration of some of the features offered through a few examples of searches in the
poltergeist database. Results derived from the database could not be presented.

Some initial results had been presented previously (Dullin, 2021; Dullin, 2022), although they
were based on only about 500 cases.

An article is currently being written that attempts to provide an up-to-date overview of the
poltergeist phenomenon, taking into account more than 2,000 cases spread across Africa,
America, Asia, Europe, and Oceania, from ancient times to the present day.

The aim of the proposed presentation is to provide a summary of this article.

Methods

The approach used to build this online database was described in (Dullin, 2024a) and (Dullin,
2024b). Since then, the database has been consolidated and enriched by numerous processes,
both in terms of multi-criteria searches and statistical features combined with case location maps.
All of these features are directly accessible online, and a few examples will be presented.

68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of 47
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: FULL PAPERS

For the segmentation of cases into groups, or the highlighting of correlations between
parameters, an analysis was carried out on the methods previously used by Alain Gauld and
Antony Cornell for the analysis of 500 cases (Gauld & Cornell, 1979), Monika Huesmann and
Friederike Schriever (Huesmann & Schriver, 2022) on 54 cases, and the work of James Houran and
Lense Range (Houran & Lange, 2001; Houran et. al., 2019). The latter developed a grid of 32
parameters (SSE: Survey of Strange Events) and used the Rasch model to analyze online
guestionnaires (625 in the latest study) submitted to people who had experienced hauntings and
poltergeists.

Based on this study, and in accordance with the objective of the macro-PK database—which is
to document the psychophysical anomalies observed during these events—we have established
a new set of parameters for the correlation study.

An exploratory correlation analysis was performed through all the poltergeist cases using
MATLAB features (Statistics and Machine Learning Toolbox) to determine whether certain
phenomenological parameters appear to be correlated and whether the results from this large
number of cases confirm some of the findings of previous studies.

Results

On the number of cases per year listed in the database:

On average, there are four to five new documented cases per year in our database of 1,350
cases since 1976, with this number reaching seven to eight cases per year between 1941 and
1975. An update will be provided at the convention with the 800 new cases included.

Detailed analysis also shows that there are waves of new cases in different countries, often
associated with the existence of a researcher who was involved in the subject during that period
(e.g., for the period 1846-1940, in France: Camille Flammarion, Emile Tizané; in Italy: Ernest
Bozzano; and for the period 1941-1975, in the United States: William G Roll).

On phenomenological components
A set of 93 parameters were used to characterize each case with documented events.
Here are a few examples of characteristics taken into account in these settings:

e Physical events that occurred (movement of objects, apport/asport/teleportation, fire,
flooding, large objects move, opening of doors/locks, "showers" of stones, etc.);

e Concept of agent (man, woman, <20 years old, family, etc.);

e Environment (night, day, cold draft, electromagnetism, light effects);

e Subjective experience (apparitions, shadows, sounds, imitations of sounds, etc.);

e Sequence of events (detected cheating, investigation, duration of the case, mode of
termination;)

e Communication, intelligence (discussion via raps, ESP, arranged objects, impression of
interaction or synchronization with a deceased person, focus zone, focus object);

e Aggression (oppression in bed, blows received, animals attacked);

e Ritual performed and its result;

e Recorded media (photos, audio, videos)
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The percentage of cases in which a particular phenomenon is reported can be calculated, and
the evolution of this percentage over historical periods can be visualized directly on the platform.
The analysis shows a certain stability in these phenomena, even though they evolve in line with
technological progress (use of electricity, electronic devices, mobile communications).

Geographically, small changes can be observed due to cultural differences. An analysis of 800
new cases spread across larger geographical areas will be presented.

Regarding the notion of an identified poltergeist agent, approximately 40% of cases in the
database report an identified agent. The age of the agents, which seemed to be a key factor until
1975 (difference in % of cases with agents <20 years old and agents >20), seems to have
diminished since 1975.

At the same time, 15 to 20% of cases are reported globally as being associated with a place,
with this percentage rising to nearly 30% since 1975.

On case segmentation, correlation analysis between parameters

The first objective was to reduce the number of parameters. While the 93 parameters are
useful for describing the case and its context, they are not useful for segmentation analysis.

Following analysis of the methods previously analyzed, a strategy of grouping parameters was
ultimately adopted (rather than simply reducing their number), considering that some were
similar given the context (e.g., apparitions, misty figures, hands seen or felt, feeling of presence,
and shadow apparitions were grouped into a single parameter). This made it possible to preserve
the impact of the phenomenology as a whole. Ultimately, 30 parameters were defined.

A correlation analysis of these parameters was performed on all cases (calculating the distance
between parameters based on the cases in which they are present). This made it possible to
establish dendrograms that highlight two main groups of parameters with very specific
characteristics.

A comparison with the work of Gauld and Cornell (1979), Huesman and Schriever (2022; case
segmentation), and Houran et al. (2019; Rasch hierarchy of haunting and poltergeist experiences)
will be presented.

Discussion

A semi-automatic strategy for integrating new cases using Al (automatic extraction of case
phenomenology using the 93 parameters with detailed explanations, calculation of a credibility
and detail level index, generation of summaries in five languages) now allows us to integrate 800
new cases provided by our Australian partner, Paul Cropper, mainly from Asia, Africa, South
America, and Oceania. The results discussed above will therefore be updated by the time of the
PA-AIPR Convention in August 2026, with these 800 new cases, which will consolidate our
understanding of the poltergeist phenomenon.

The integration of new data and collaboration with other researchers in the use of this data
should make it possible to refine these elements and perhaps discover other key points
concerning these phenomena and propose new hypotheses.
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This macro-PK project (macropk.org) is open to various types of collaboration, whether in the
fields of poltergeists, physical mediums, phenomena related to mysticism, experiments
conducted, or theories.
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Climb Every Mountain

David Ellis

Independent Researcher, UK

Introduction

Parapsychology is not itself a science, but what it studies can be examined in a scientific way if
we observe what actually happens, or has happened, in this world. More than any other
discipline, it impinges directly on what life is all about. So, of course, do the beliefs and doctrines
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of the religions of mankind, through the ages and round the world. In a lengthy article in the SPR
Magazine (Ellis, 2023), | argued that if scientific investigation and developing a theology “can
become two convergent disciplines, then neither should undermine the other” (p. 13).

It is an established characteristic of mankind to formulate theories, and theories tend to
consolidate as beliefs (or, for that matter, disbeliefs), often quite strongly held. But belief is an
attitude of mind towards what is not certain. We do not need to believe, for example, that the
Sun is hot; it’s something we know. The concepts of life after death, or survival (of death),
challenge our materialist observations of what happens to our physical bodies, but those
concepts also impinge on our ideas of what constitutes the entity that experiences living.
However, the reality such concepts betoken is independent of our beliefs about them.

As Einstein and other scientists have established that time is an intrinsic feature of our material
world, it would be logical to believe that events are more significant than what appear to be
material objects, which has led me to conjecture that events might usefully be regarded as
forming a continuous series, from the everyday to the apparently miraculous that comprise the
subject-matter of parapsychology (see Ellis, 2023). What | have been finding so interesting about
mundane events is that sometimes they follow each other to form a sequence that has a distinctly
paranormal aspect. A scientist might say that the reason for this was “chance”, the religious
person would say that it was the work of God, and parapsychologists call it “psi”. The word
“magic” would cover all three.

Dialogues are two-way discussions, notably sketching out one’s own, possibly controversial,
ideas for critical examination by today’s leading parapsychologists. This talk will start with my
work in the 1970s on the Raudive voices (today known as electronic voice phenomena, or EVP),
the researchers | met during that time, and the dialogues that emerged due to their interest in
my research. | will conclude with some personal reflections on those experiences.

Encounters

My career in our field started with a project funded for two years by the Perrott-Warrick
Studentship. Leslie Price (of the Society of Psychical Research) explained how to apply for that
studentship. George Whitby, Chairman of one of the committees of the Churches Fellowship for
Psychical and Spiritual Studies (CFPSS), suggested that | take what were then called the Raudive
voices as my proposed research project (Ellis, 1978). This was because Latvian parapsychologist
Professor Konstantin Raudive had drawn international attention to the faint voices he was
discerning on his tape recordings.

The best way to work with people who make claims regarding the paranormal is to visit them,
get to know them, and find out how they work. So Eleanor O’Keeffe, SPR Secretary, introduced
me to Manfred Cassirer, who was one of the Society’s investigators. Manfred and | recognized
Raudive for the intellectual he was, and retained his friendship despite my increasing scepticism
regarding the paranormality of his taped faint voices. Cassirer came with me when | visited
Raudive and his collaborators at Benson Herbert’s Paraphysical Laboratory. We also visited
Professor Hans Bender in nearby Freiburg.

Benson’s investigations of psychics in Eastern Europe were funded by the Parapsychology
Foundation (PF), and when | gave Allan Angoff a lift to visit Benson Herbert, he asked what | had
studied at Cambridge, which led to my presenting a paper in 1972 at their conference on
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Parapsychology and the Sciences (see Ellis, 2012b). It was at this conference that | met Eric
Dingwall. We had corresponded after he had heard of my work on Raudive from Alan Gauld, and
I had sent him some of my interim reports (see Ellis, 1978; for a summary of my Studentship work,
see Ellis, 2015). He encouraged me to do more work on an interesting case and got me a grant
from the PF to take this further, with his supervision.

At the Parapsychological Association (PA) Convention in Edinburgh in 1972, | met lan
Stevenson, the leading expert on reincarnation, Stevenson was a meticulous correspondent, and
we kept in touch for many years. Working with friends, | led a series of simple evening services
on fifth Sundays at our local Church from 2003 to 2017. These included a ten-minute outline of
the paranormal! Encouraged by the support they received | published their full details as a 384-
page paperback (Ellis et al., 2019). As an aside, besides experimental and investigative work, one
can spend time thinking about things, notably when unable to sleep, which sometimes results in
an ASC. Notes made at such times have been the basis of papers eventually published (see
discussion regarding Australian parapsychologist Michael Thalbourne, in Ellis, 2010).

The psychical research scene has changed almost out of all recognition since | was first
enthused by Jonathan Rodney’s (1959) Explorations of a Hypnotist to think that there might be
some truth in the idea of reincarnation, and encouraged by Grace Rosher’s (1961) Beyond the
Horizon to consider what life after death might actually be like. Recently reading G. N. M. Tyrrell’s
(1946) The Personality of Man, and already familiar with his Apparitions (Tyrrell, 1953), suggests
to me that it will be hard to equal the clarity of thought from those days. | have commented
further on this issue (Ellis, 2012a).

Conclusions

Because we are all different from one another, we each have our individual experiences of the
paranormal, which makes it that much harder to accept those of other people. My own personal
experiences are much more practical than mystical. In parapsychology, we can make observations
and conduct some experiments. Asserting that the importance of studying spontaneous cases is
that they give us ideas for experiments overlooks the fact that an experimental result is a
particular instance of a spontaneous case. Theologians cite the miraculous as evidence for their
view of divine intervention, but there are comprehensible mechanisms for many, if not all, of the
events in question, which renders it plausible to believe that they did happen.

We who believe that the paranormal is worthy of study are, in my opinion, duty-bound to keep
on friendly terms with other people who deem it worthy of study, whether or not we share their
beliefs. As far as religious dogma and experience are concerned, what is more important than
what people believe is what their beliefs inspire them to do. And as “no man is an island” one way
to secure some assistance from Person A may be in doing a Good Turn to Person B.
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Can Tiller’s Psychoenergetic Model Help Explain Psi Phenomena?

Debra Greene

Independent Researcher, El Valle, Panama

Introduction

A growing body of robust research supports the existence of psi (Cardeia, 2018; Tressoldi &
Storm, 2021) and points to consciousness beyond the brain (Cardefia, 2025), yet the field lacks a
framework that can explain the array of phenomena. A consciousness-based model, Tiller’s
psychoenergetic model, is introduced as a conceptual framework.

Rationale: 1) Tiller’s credibility; 2) His modeling is substantiated by physics mathematics; 3)
Tiller accepted psi as legitimate (Tiller, 2007; Tiller et al., 2005); and 4) His model is supported by
experimental research showing measurable effects of mind-matter interactions (Radin et al,
2015; Radin, 2012; Radin et al, 2010; Tiller, 2004; Tiller et al., 1999; Tiller et al., 2000).

Caveat: The model includes the physical and extends to nonphysical domains substantiated by
complex mathematical physics beyond the knowledge base of this author and the scope of this

paper.
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Tiller’s Model

Main components: 1) subtle energies; 2) information; 3) consciousness; 4) dimensions of
spacetime; 5) duplex reference frame; and 6) deltrons.

Energy refers to subtle energies that exert force but are beyond the four forces recognized by
conventional science. They travel faster than the speed of light and evade measurement (Tiller,
1993). Still, their physical influences, such as electromagnetic effects, can be observed in the
physical body.

Information. All energy in its various manifestations in different dimensions is an ongoing
information transfer process. Subtle energies are carriers of frequencies via “information waves’;
information is structured energy that coheres reality (Tiller et al., 2001).

Consciousness is an emergent property, the “output expressions” of higher-dimensional
energy/information (Tiller, 2007, p. 223). It is “a byproduct” of higher-dimensional
energy/information “entering dense matter” (Tiller et al., 2005, p. 10). Consciousness transcends
the physical, yet is present in the physical and has the capacity to alter matter. Consciousness
varies depending on the coherence of an individual’s energy/information layers.

The energy/information layers are: the physical/conjugate, emotional, mental, and spiritual.
These layers exist in distinct spacetime dimensions. The physical is the only component available
to establishment science. The other layers are beyond detection with current instruments, yet
Tiller provides the physics mathematics supporting their existence.

The physical body is the domain of atoms, molecules, and electromagnetic energies. The
conjugate is a higher-dimensional domain, a counterpart to the physical. The remaining layers
are: the emotional is the domain of emotions; the mental is the domain of thoughts; the spiritual
is higher-dimensional energy/information with extreme coherence. Consciousness is the dynamic
mediating factor that allows awareness of these different but overlapping dimensions.

A Duplex Reference Frame is employed that consists of D-space and R-space. D-space is all
physical phenomena, whereas R-space is all nonphysical phenomena. R-space is “a creative force
that coordinates all spatial vibrations,” and acts as a “background” that is “the origin of material
forces and matter” (Tiller et al., 2005, p. 264). The physical and conjugate are conjoined and
“mirror” each other in an “inversion” relationship in which “a quality of substance in D-space” is
reflective of “a quality in R-space” (Tiller, 1999, p. 58; Tiller et al., 2005, p. 129-130, 266). The
energy/information of the conjugate is primary. Every pattern manifesting physically has a
correlated frequency pattern in R-space.

The energy/information from the emotional, mental, and spiritual domains enters the
physical/conjugate through deltrons, hypothesized nonphysical particles unconstrained by
relativity and entropy. Thus, deltrons can travel faster and slower than the speed of light, and can
interact with the physical and nonphysical dimensions (Tiller, 2007; Tiller et al., 2005; Tiller et al.,
2001). They are the “coupling” mechanism between the physical/conjugate and the higher-
dimensional layers.

Implications of the Model

In Tiller’s model, anomalous cognition (AC) may be associated with R-space and with deltronic
density. Deltrons carry energy/information and are influenced by emotion and intention.
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Individuals who are emotionally connected are more prone to unintentional AC experiences.
When intention is utilized, as in remote viewing, deltronic density also increases, as do the
chances of AC. Deltronic density varies among individuals, over time, and is emotion and
intention-dependent. This may explain why some people are better at psi than others, and why
psi lab results are sometimes inconsistent.

Psychokinesis (PK) may function similarly, with deltronic density, but sustained intention and
emotional coherence are necessary. Regarding unintentional PK, the subconscious mind may
provide the necessary intention/emotion, but the mechanisms of R-space and deltronic density
remain, according to Tiller.

Survival phenomena may also involve R-space/deltrons. Humans are primarily nonphysical
energy/information, inhabiting a D-space “biobody suit”. Eventually the physical layer
deteriorates and energy/information continues in R-space dimensions until the process is
repeated (reincarnation). In near death experiences (NDEs) an individual’s consciousness can exit
the physical body, continue to experience in R-space, and return to D-space. Presumably
poltergeists could appear because intention and emotional coherence increase deltronic density
in a given space, creating a higher gauge symmetry conducive to physical effects. This
energy/information can linger in spaces where an individual had strong emotional ties or
intentions.

Conclusion

Tiller's model is controversial. Experimental results are limited and challenging to obtain. Key
mechanisms are non-falsifiable, with hypothesized deltrons especially problematic. Still, some
concepts may meaningfully contribute to understanding psi.
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Exploring the Interconnection Between Simultaneous Event Occurrence and
Twin-Language in Monozygotic Pairs

Yoko Matsuda

Department of Nursing (Psychiatric Nursing), Osaka Aoyama University, Japan

Introduction

Twins have long been regarded as a unique population for examining human psychological and
social development. Because twins share genetic and environmental factors to varying degrees,
they provide valuable opportunities to explore how biological and interpersonal influences shape
cognition and communication. Among the many phenomena associated with twin relationships,
two particularly intriguing aspects are twin language and the occurrence of simultaneous
experiences between twins.

Twin language, also referred to as cryptophasia, is a well-documented developmental
phenomenon in which twin children create an idiosyncratic communication system during early
childhood. This form of communication may involve invented words, modified phonological
patterns, or simplified grammatical structures that are understood primarily within the twin pair.
Research has suggested that twin language tends to occur more frequently among monozygotic
twins and among twins who share particularly close emotional bonds (Hayakawa, Kato, &
Yamamoto, 2001; Thorpe, 2006).

In addition to this linguistic phenomenon, anecdotal reports have frequently described cases
in which twins appear to experience similar events at the same time despite being physically
separated. These experiences may involve simultaneous illness, emotional reactions, or other
significant life events. Although such reports have often been treated with skepticism in
mainstream scientific discourse, their recurrence across cultures suggests that they may
represent a phenomenon worthy of systematic investigation.

Previous research on twins has also described unusual shared experiences, sometimes
categorized as exceptional experiences. These may include telepathic impressions, synchronous
emotional responses, or other forms of perceived interpersonal connection between twins.
Brusewitz (2019) examined the relationship between attachment and exceptional experiences
among twins, proposing that strong interpersonal attachment may increase the likelihood of such
experiences. Subsequent work further explored how these phenomena may be interpreted as
synchronous or telepathic interactions within close interpersonal relationships (Brusewitz, 2024).

Despite the growing interest in these phenomena, little research has explored whether twin
language and simultaneous event occurrence may be related. Because language development
reflects cognitive, emotional, and relational processes, it is plausible that the existence of a
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unique communication system between twins may reflect a deeper level of interpersonal
attunement. If this is the case, the presence of twin language during childhood may provide clues
regarding later experiences of synchronized events between twins.

The present study therefore aims to explore the potential relationship between twin language
and simultaneous event occurrence among twins. By examining these phenomena together, this
study seeks to contribute to a broader understanding of how interpersonal closeness and
communication patterns may influence shared experiences between twins.

Method

Twin language has been widely studied as a developmental linguistic phenomenon. Previous
research indicates that twins sometimes develop simplified or private forms of communication as
a result of intensive interaction with each other during early childhood (Thorpe, 2006). These
communication systems often disappear as twins enter broader social environments and acquire
standard language skills.

In contrast, the phenomenon referred to in this study as simultaneous event occurrence—
situations in which twins appear to experience similar events during the same time period—
remains difficult to study using conventional empirical methods. Such experiences are frequently
reported across spatially separated environments and are therefore challenging to operationalize
in laboratory settings. Similar methodological difficulties have been noted in research on
exceptional experiences among twins (Brusewitz, 2019).

To explore the potential relationship between these phenomena, a preliminary exploratory
survey was conducted among twins who reported experiencing simultaneous events. Participants
were asked about their developmental history, including whether they had used a form of twin
language during childhood, as well as the nature of their interpersonal relationship with their
twin.

Because this study represents an exploratory investigation, the analysis focused primarily on
identifying patterns among reported cases rather than testing a specific causal hypothesis.

Results

A preliminary survey identified nine individuals who reported experiencing simultaneous
events with their twin.

Participant Characteristics

The ages of the participants ranged from 9 to 70 years old, allowing the study to include both
recent and retrospective accounts of twin experiences.

Key Findings
Three main observations emerged from the survey data.

First, a majority of participants reporting simultaneous event occurrences were monozygotic
twins. Of the nine participants, seven were identical twins, suggesting that genetic similarity may
play an important role in the occurrence of such experiences.
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Second, more than half of the participants reported a history of twin language during
childhood. Specifically, five of the nine individuals (approximately 55%) indicated that they had
used some form of private or shared language with their twin during early development.

Third, all participants emphasized that they had experienced a particularly close emotional
relationship with their twin during childhood. Participants frequently described strong
attachment, frequent interaction, and a sense of shared identity during their early years.

Taken together, these findings suggest that simultaneous event experiences may occur more
frequently among twins who share both strong genetic similarity and close interpersonal bonds.

Discussion

The findings of this exploratory study suggest a possible relationship between simultaneous
event occurrence and early childhood twin language. While the sample size is limited, the
observation that more than half of the participants reported both phenomena raises the
possibility that these experiences may reflect underlying interpersonal attunement between
twins.

Previous research on exceptional experiences among twins provides a useful framework for
interpreting these findings. Brusewitz (2019) proposed that strong attachment relationships
between twins may facilitate unusual, shared experiences, including synchronous emotional
responses or perceived telepathic impressions. Such experiences may not necessarily involve
paranormal mechanisms but may instead reflect heightened interpersonal sensitivity within close
relationships.

Similarly, neuroscientific research has begun to investigate whether twins may exhibit
correlated patterns of neural activity. For example, Silberstein and Bigelow (2024) reported
evidence suggesting correlated neural responses among monozygotic twins under certain
experimental conditions. Although the mechanisms underlying such correlations remain unclear,
these findings suggest that the twin relationship may involve forms of interpersonal
synchronization that extend beyond conventional expectations. Within this context, twin
language may represent an early developmental indicator of particularly strong interpersonal
attunement between twins. Because twin language emerges through intensive interaction and
shared attention during early childhood, its presence may reflect a deeper level of cognitive and
emotional synchronization between twins.

From this perspective, simultaneous event occurrences could be understood not as an isolated
anomaly but as part of a broader spectrum of shared experiences within twin relationships.
Future research may benefit from examining these phenomena within frameworks of attachment
theory, interpersonal synchronization, and social cognition.

At present, however, the mechanisms underlying such experiences remain uncertain. Further
interdisciplinary research integrating developmental psychology, neuroscience, and social
communication studies will be necessary to clarify these relationships.

Limitations and Future Directions

This study has several limitations. Most notably, the sample size was small, and relied on self-
reported experiences. As a result, the findings should be interpreted as preliminary observations
rather than definitive conclusions.
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Future research should aim to include larger samples of twins and employ more systematic
research designs. Longitudinal studies examining the developmental trajectory of twin language
and later interpersonal experiences may provide valuable insights into the mechanisms
underlying simultaneous event occurrence.
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Investigating the Use of Mediums to Support Homicide Investigations
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2Arts Education Law Group, Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia

Introduction

While there is research outlining best practices in homicide investigations and factors
influencing clearance rates in crime-solving (Brookman & Innes, 2013; Carter & Carter, 2016), few
studies have examined the operational processes police follow during homicide investigations.
Historically, research on mediums has been proof-focused, to test the extent to which they report
accurate and specific information about or from deceased individuals (Beischel & Rock, 2009;
Rock et al., 2014), but no research has explored the processes mediums use when gathering
information to support police in homicide investigations.

Mediums—individuals who regularly communicate with deceased persons (discarnates) to
obtain information about unsolved homicide cases—sometimes submit this information to
detectives for potential follow-up as new “evidence” (Beischel & Rock, 2009; Sarapin & Sparks,
2015). While police in Australia do not formally work with mediums, evidence suggests individual
officers do unofficially consult with mediums to gather further evidence around a case. Research
exploring mediums’ processes, experiences, and the circumstances under which they
communicate and receive information from deceased homicide victims could help police with
their protocols, which would in turn be of some support to police and family members (Schouten,
2025).
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This process-focused pilot study is the first time empirical research has been conducted that
examines how mediums gather information during their communications with homicide victims.
This research aims to support police investigations by answering two research questions:

1) What processes do mediums use when investigating homicide cases?

2) How do medium processes compare with those used by homicide investigators?

Methods

A qualitative research design using semi-structured interviews was used to collect data from
three mediums, two females, one male, aged between 57 and 67 years, from Australia and New
Zealand, with 10 to 19 years’ experience working worldwide as professional mediums.

Participants were recruited via email and screened prior to participation to ensure they met
the sampling criteria: (1) acknowledged for their expertise in regularly communicating with and
bringing through information from deceased victims, and (2) experienced in gathering
information to support police and/or family members with homicide investigations.

Interviews were recorded and transcribed into Microsoft Word using a standard verbatim
approach, and accuracy was confirmed via email prior to data analysis. Mediums were assigned
a pseudonym to provide anonymity and ensure confidentiality.

An inductive thematic analysis “bottom-up” process was undertaken to systematically code
the data. Transcripts were analysed to identify key themes and patterns relating to: (a) processes
used by mediums when gathering information about homicide incidents; and (b) mediums’
experiences in supporting police and family members of victims with homicide investigations.

Test-retest procedures and intercoder assessment processes were undertaken to ensure
accurate and reliable accounts of mediums’ experiences were captured.

Results

Results revealed for the first time a medium’s four-stage process when communicating with
deceased victims to gather information related to a case: (1) preparations for working; (2) initial
collection of information; (3) in-depth collection of details; and (4) closing work on the case.

The mediums interviewed have strict protocols and processes for preparing and working with
deceased victims or homicide cases; these safeguard the medium and the physical environment,
and they facilitate the connection (i.e., “tuning in” or “channeling”). Results indicated the
importance for mediums to identify the deceased victim (how the deceased was killed, and where
they died) early in the process to verify they were connecting with the right victim/homicide case.
The mediums also had a variety of methods they use to communicate with victims, including
intuition, maps, photographs, writing, psychometry, dates of birth, tarot cards, case notes, and
information received through their sensory modalities.

The four-stage process was then compared with an extrapolated process in the “initial-
response” and “secondary inquiries” stages of police homicide investigations (Brookman, 2022;
Stelfox, 2013). Similarities in focus were demonstrated, as well as critical tasks and processes used
when collecting and reporting information about homicide cases. Results indicate both police and
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mediums focus on gathering information/evidence, and they confirm the identity of the victim
early in their investigative process. They also both aim to gather seven key pieces of information
as part of their work: (1) whether a homicide has occurred; (2) victim’s identity; (3) details about
the scene; (4) circumstances of the case; (5) identity of suspect(s); (6) suspect(s) location; and (7)
whether there is enough evidence to make a case.

Discussion

Overall, findings are in line with previous process-focused qualitative research into
phenomenological processes employed by mediums and their experiences of communication
with the deceased (Alvarado, 2010; Beischel & Rock, 2009). Procedures, frameworks, and
boundaries around “tuning in” or “channeling” information from deceased victims were
consistent with Honorton’s noise reduction model in which mediums limit extraneous input or
“noise” from internal and external sources (Rao & Palmer, 1987; Roxburgh & Roe, 2013). These
findings were also consistent with other parapsychology research, which suggests that mediums
move into a state of “detachment,” extend their consciousness towards the deceased (Rock et
al., 2009; Roxburgh & Roe, 2013), and direct their attention towards internal stimuli that “comes
in” through the senses to facilitate communication (Beishel & Rock, 2009; Rao & Palmer, 1987).

Mediums used various methods in three main categories to receive information from deceased
victims: (1) intuition; (2) heightening of all sensory modalities; and (3) physical tools such as maps,
photographs, pen and writing pad, items (psychometry), tarot cards, case notes (including
information such as dates of birth).

These findings build on existing knowledge about psi, indicating that mediums routinely use
their intuition, “sixth sense” or “gut feeling” (Rao & Palmer, 1987; Rock & Beischel, 2008; Rock &
Storm, 2015), and receive information using “clairvoyance” (sight), clairsentience
(touching/feeling), clairaudience (hearing) and clairolfaction (smell) (Alvarado, 2010; Beischel &
Rock, 2009; Rock et al., 2008). The finding that mediums use physical tools that work best for
them, such as photographs (Rock et al., 2014; Rock & Storm, 2015), automatic writing (Alvarado,
2010), psychometry (Beischel & Rock, 2009; Wiseman & West, 1997), map dowsing (Hansen,
1982) and tarot cards (Lavin, 2021), provides further insight into possible requirements for
collecting information and evidence from deceased victims to support police with their
investigations.

Findings from this study provide an improved understanding of the phenomenological
processes employed by mediums when communicating with homicide victims. They shed light on
their methods, the physical tools required, and they highlight key similarities with processes used
by police in three main areas: (1) focus of the investigation; (2) information gathering; and (3) use
of intuition. Accordingly, potential might exist for mediums to be integrated into the homicide
investigation process.

Given the importance of police in ensuring relevant and sufficient evidence is collected to
identify, arrest, prosecute, and convict an offender (Sarapin & Sparks, 2015), mediums must
familiarize themselves with police procedures and protocols to ensure the focus remains on
collecting and preserving the integrity of the evidence.

Finally, results also suggest that mediums be asked, before they offer their support to police,
to validate information for detectives early in the process to confirm communication with the
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correct homicide victim. Overall, the use of mediums by police to support homicide investigations
is worth exploring as it may open new leads and ideas that contribute to the successful resolution
of homicide cases in the future.
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A Blinded Discrimination Test of Coherence in Tarot as a Symbolic System
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Introduction

Divinatory systems such as Tarot and the | Ching rely on ostensibly random selection
procedures (e.g., card shuffling, coin tosses), yet practitioners report the emergence of coherent,
context-sensitive interpretations. Previous experimental work has attempted to evaluate such
claims by comparing genuine and control readings, primarily using subjective ratings of relevance
or meaningfulness. Early studies (Blackmore, 1983) and later controlled investigations (lvtzan &
French, 2004) found limited evidence that participants could distinguish authentic Tarot readings
from controls beyond chance levels, often attributing positive findings to Barnum-type effects.
More recent work in | Ching research (Storm, 2025) has employed genuine-versus-decoy designs
within structured experimental paradigms, again focusing on perceived meaningfulness and its
psychological correlates.

The present study adopts a different approach: instead of asking whether a reading feels
meaningful, we test whether a blinded reader can discriminate between symbolic configurations
generated by intentional card shuffling and those produced by a mechanistic randomization
process. This shifts the focus from subjective endorsement to forced-choice identification of
structural coherence, allowing a direct test of whether Tarot spreads produced under standard
divinatory conditions exhibit detectable non-random organization.

Methods

Forty-six-card mock (control) Marseille Tarot (Fournier, two identical brand-new decks)
spreads were generated using a dice-based randomization algorithm designed to yield a uniform
distribution across card identities and orientations (78 cards, each in upright and reversed
orientation; 156 possible card states) and across card positions. Physical dice were used instead
of a computer RNG to preserve procedural symmetry with the shuffling condition while
minimizing direct human manipulation of the cards. Each mock spread was paired one-to-one
with a six-card spread produced by intentional hand shuffling.

Forty constrained historical queries were generated prior to testing using a large language
model (ChatGPT-5.0, OpenAl). Queries were formulated to focus on specific historical individuals
or events and to avoid yes/no formats. Query selection and mock-spread selection were
performed by an operator who was not involved in shuffling or interpretation.

For each trial, the operator first randomly selected a mock spread and then randomly selected
a query, which was read aloud to the reader/shuffler. The reader then shuffled a Marseille Tarot
deck while attending to the query. The cards were shuffled for the duration of the spin of a
stainless steel topspin (Foreverspin, Canada), which served as a concentration aid and provided a
uniform criterion for shuffling duration. Following shuffling, the reader placed the deck face down
and exited the room.
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In the reader’s absence, the operator constructed the displayed spread by placing the top five
cards and the bottom-most card of the shuffled deck in a predefined layout. An identical deck
was used to construct the mock spread. A coin toss determined whether the hand-shuffled spread
or the mock spread occupied the upper or lower position in the final display.

The reader then re-entered the room and, without knowledge of spread origin or position,
photographed the displayed spreads and recorded an interpretation for each. For every trial, the
reader documented (i) an internal coherence score, (ii) an external coherence score relative to
the query, (iii) a forced-choice judgment identifying which spread was hand-shuffled versus mock,
and (iv) a subjective confidence rating for the forced-choice decision.

Results

The reader correctly identified the hand-shuffled spread in 39 of 40 trials. Under a null
hypothesis of chance performance (p = 0.5), this result deviates strongly from expectation (exact
binomial test, p = 3.7 x 10™).

Ratings of both internal and external coherence were substantially higher for hand-shuffled
spreads than for mechanically dice-randomized spreads (paired t-tests, internal: t(39)=12.3,
p<107%; external: t(39)=13.7, p<107"°), with very large within-subject effect sizes.

During post-hoc verification conducted prior to unblinding, five trials were identified in which
a single card in the mock spread had been misassigned by the operator. These trials were
discarded and repeated according to the predefined protocol. Across all trials, incorrect card
identity or position was detected in 5 of 240 mock-spread card placements (2%). One of these
errors occurred in the single trial misclassified by the reader. No outcomes were altered following
data validation.

Discussion

These results constitute a strong rejection of the null hypothesis that intentionally shuffled
Tarot spreads are indistinguishable from mechanically randomized spreads under blinded
evaluation. Importantly, the study does not assume any causal role for belief, interpretation, or
symbolic meaning, but rather tests a minimal discriminability claim under controlled conditions.
The present design aligns with early methodological recommendations in parapsychology,
emphasizing that evaluation of symbolic material should occur at the level of the whole
configuration rather than decomposed independent elements (Pratt & Birge, 1948),

While the observed accuracy substantially exceeds chance expectation, alternative
explanations—such as experimenter influence, unconscious cueing, or procedural asymmetries—
cannot be fully excluded in a single-blind design. Multiple precautions were implemented to
minimize such effects: both decks were brand new and thoroughly pre-shuffled to ensure
comparable appearance; the reader washed his hands prior to each trial to avoid leaving tactile
or visual traces; and moderate-to-severe visual impairment further reduced the likelihood of
discrimination based on subtle visual cues.

To address these limitations, a second phase employing a fully double-blind protocol is
currently underway. This phase includes strict role separation, blindfolded shuffling, and
independent deck handling, whereby the shuffled deck is transcribed onto a third deck to
eliminate direct contact with the reading materials. In this double-blind phase the reader has
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access only to the question and provides the interpretation, while the operator manages deck
positioning without knowledge of the question or interpretation. Pre-unblinding verification
procedures are also implemented to ensure procedural integrity. Therefore, the results of phase
1 should be interpreted as provisional with respect to potential interpersonal, yet involuntary,
cueing effects, pending confirmation from the double-blind phase, the results of which will be
reported at the meeting.
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Introduction

Inter-Brain Neural Synchronization (IBNS) describes the phenomenon between socially close
dyads (pairs) or groups in which neural phase patterns are synchronized, indicating virtually
identical relative oscillatory behaviour (i.e., neurons firing at the same time, frequency and
amplitude) among group members (Valencia & Froese, 2020). IBNS does not describe
synchronization of solely motor cortices in the brain, but rather the synchronization of regions
involved in abstract cognition. Although the modality of IBNS has not yet been investigated,
existing theoretical models of cross-space communication between brains create grounds for
discussing the potential influence of anomalous cognition.

IBNS requires social context and interaction, improving efficiency/efficacy of co-operative
group tasks and affective social cohesion (Gordon et al., 2020; Jackson et al., 2018; Shao et al.
2023). For example, cooperative experiences between pilot and co-pilot in-flight simulations
during take-offs and landings have been demonstrated to evoke IBNS, whereas synchronization
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dissolves in virtual cruise mode. In this example of high-level cooperation between pilot and co-
pilot (Toppi et al., 2016), objective evidence of IBNS is visualised through neural oscillatory
synchrony from EEG hyper-scanning compared to the non-cooperative cruise phase (where IBNS
subsides). Other tasks have been tested:

e Playing guitars in duets (Sanger et al., 2012);
e Imitation tasks (Yun et al., 2012);
e Cooperation-competition games (Hu et al., 2018);

e Verbal or motor interaction (Pérez et al., 2017).

It is important to note that “this phenomenon is not a general effect of a shared environment,
but an emergent property of specifically social dynamics” (Valencia & Froese, 2020, p. 2). We
advanced the notion that forms of anomalous cognition may be related to IBNS, and in fact, IBNS
may play a pivotal role in anomalous information transmission or sharing. The following
hypotheses are proposed:

Hypothesis 1: Familiar (e.g., close couples, friends) dyads (the experimental group) will achieve
higher correct responses above chance (where MCE = .50) on the forced-choice measure during
the cooperative driving task compared to stranger dyads (controls).

Hypothesis 2: Paranormal belief, measured on the Australian Sheep-Goat Scale, predicts dyad
performances on the dichotomous (left-turn/right-turn) forced-choice racing car task.

Methods
Procedure

Sixty-four experimental (“close”) dyads (e.g., partner/partner, friend/friend) will be randomly
assigned as either an agent (i.e., sender) or percipient (i.e., receiver), and roles will be switched
halfway through the 20 trials. Dyad participation involves taking part in a co-operative driving
simulator game that takes place on a pre-fabricated circuit created by the experimenter. Each
participant works on their own computer and they are isolated in separate rooms. The percipient
will control the steering of the car, while the agent will control the speed. The circuit contains 20
bi-directional intersections at which point the dyad will have to choose the correct direction,
which is the only way they can accumulate points. The percipient’s choice must match the pre-
designated choice known only to the agent for the pair to score points on the task. Higher scores
are rewarded. Dyads will be blinded to their cooperative partner to eliminate psychological biases
that could affect the forced-choice outcomes.

Prior to the task, dyads will complete the 18-item Australian Sheep-Goat Scale (ASGS), which
assesses paranormal beliefs and experiences. Sheep (believers) tend to score higher than goats
(non-believers) on paranormal belief measures (Storm & Tressoldi, 2017). A sheep-goat effect is
therefore hypothesized whereby Rasch-ASGS (RASGS) scores (Lange & Thalbourne, 2002) are
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positively related to number of correct percipient responses in the racing-car task (similarly,
sheep are expected to score higher than goats).

Prior to starting the game during the first briefing session, the agent will be given a list of the
correct directions to take, but will not be able to communicate this information to the percipient
during gameplay due to the separation. The point at which a direction must be chosen will appear
on-screen as a prompt containing a two-choice option (i.e., left or right). Dyads must agree and
match the pre-designated direction to score. Even if the dyad does not make a matched decision,
the car will still automatically go in the pre-designated direction, and the dyad will continue with
the game until each intersection has been cleared and they have reached an indicated finish line
at the end of the circuit.

Each dyad will be connected to an EEG via hyper-scanning methodology allowing simultaneous
recording of dyadic data during experimentation. Control groups will participate in this game
where it is expected that IBNS will not be active or will be weak due to the stranger-stranger
configuration. Participants are not told who they are paired with in either group, experimental or
control, so as to avoid introducing psychological biases. Results will be compared to the
experimental group.

Neural synchrony will be recorded using 64-channel EEG hyperscanning across the frontal,
central, parietal, and occipital regions of interest (ROIs). Response markers will be coded into the
computer game program to identify choice epochs within neural feedback.

Statistical Analysis

Data will be assessed through linear mixed modeling of running window circular correlation
coefficients in RStudio, where desynchronous/synchronous periods and correct response/chance
ratios can be compared between control and experimental groups. Within-subjects effects
involving two independent variables—relatedness (close/non-close) x paranormal belief
(sheep/goat)—will be evaluated in SPSS, where psi score (hit count) and IBNS are the dependent
variables.

T-tests and minimum width envelope (MWE) analyses will indicate differences in the time-
dependent spectral values at each region of interest (ROI). From here, IBNS in each group will be
measured through extraction of the circular correlation coefficient, which indicates covariance of
phase variance between dyads. Wavelet Independent component analysis (wICA) will be used to
remove electrooculogram (EOG) and electromyogram (EMG) artefacts of EEG segments (140
segments per participant). The grouped summary of the analysis will reveal the amount of correct
(matched) answers above chance level for experimental (IBNS) and control (non-IBNS) groups.

Expected Results

Regarding Hypothesis 1, it is expected that familiar dyads will have greater unanimity (a higher
mean match count) compared to mean match counts for stranger dyads. Familiar dyads are
expected to score significantly higher than MCE for the multiple-choice questionnaires during
racing, whereas stranger dyads should score around this mark. We do not attempt to identify
specific causal factors underlying this outcome, as IBNS is inherently linked to subjective
experience. However, the double-aspect perspective that treats mind and matter as
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complementary aspects of a single underlying reality offers one way to conceptualise how neural
synchronization might facilitate implicit cooperation between physically segregated team
members. In particular, the Pauli-Jung conjecture on psychophysical complementarity suggests
that two seemingly exclusive domains (mental and physical) may interact in ways that produce
emergent effects when processes of consciousness operate in parallel. This framework provides
a conceptual basis for considering how synchronized neural activity could support cooperative
behaviour without explicit communication.

Regarding Hypothesis 2, psi performance comparisons will be made between believers (sheep)
and skeptics (goats) based on a median split of RASGS scores. Again we emphasize that IBNS is
dependent on subjective reality (e.g. the perceived relationship between the dyad) and therefore
the exploration of belief could play a role in the success of IBNS and/or any kind of information
transfer between dyads. Therefore we may find potential correlates (processes of consciousness)
to successful IBNS and information transfer, though the tapestry of correlates to IBNS is likely far
more complex and varied.
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Introduction

It is hypothesized that a psi-conducive altered state of consciousness known as imagery
cultivation (IC; Storm & Rock, 2009a) can be induced through a shamanic-like journeying protocol.
The protocol is designed to facilitate and stimulate the imagination, thereby encouraging and
cultivating the production of images from the unconscious, said to be the source of psi images.
Participants listen to a soundtrack (9% mins.) comprised of relaxing tones and guided instructions
(see Methods for details). Each participant tries to visualize a future target photograph and must
later find it amongst a random array. Therefore, IC is argued to be suitable for facilitating ESP
effects. Storm (2019a), Storm and Goretzki (2020), Storm and Rock (2009b), and Rock et al.
(2012), have found support for this hypothesis.

However, it is also hypothesized that individuals who do not believe in psi or paranormal
phenomena (“goats”) are more prone to so-called reactance than believers (“sheep”).
Theoretically, a reactance treatment in the form of an opinionated communication, will raise
reactance, which will remain high if no outlet is provided (Brehm, 1966; Silvia, 2005). Therefore,
since there is a relationship between attitude and behaviour, it is hypothesized that higher
noncompliant behaviour in goats under threat due to an attempt to induce a change in attitude
towards psi, leads to target avoidance and therefore psi missing. Storm, Ertel, and Rock (2013),
and Storm (2019b), have found support for the reactance hypothesis.

It is hypothesized that higher noncompliant behaviour (e.g., psi-missing) can be induced in
goats. IC and Reactance principles were used in the present study to manipulate psi in positive
and negative directions, respectively. Additionally, a related concept—‘discrepancy’—was tested
to see how far the opinionated communication is from the participant’s own view (see Measures).
Discrepancy intensifies reactance by making the message feel more threatening, so must be
measured separately from trait reactance, which only indicates proneness—not when the
situation will trigger it.

Methods
Participants

Mainly First-Year Psychology students. Others responded to website advertisements. Final
sample of 240 participants had a mean age of 25 years (93 males; 147 females). Four groups were
formed: (i) IC/Reactance, (ii) IC/Non-Reactance; (iii) NonIC/Reactance, and (iv) Non-IC/Non-
Reactance. The group divisions were:
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IC condition = 120 participants (61 in the Reactance treatment; 59 in the Non-Reactance
treatment);

Non-IC condition = 120 participants (60 in Reactance; 60 in Non-Reactance).

Measures

(1) Australian Sheep-Goat Scale (Rasch-Scale; RASGS; Thalbourne, 1995): An 18-item scale
measuring belief and alleged experience of paranormal phenomena (Mean = 22.13; SD = 6.35);

(2) Hong’s Psychological Reactance Scale (HPRS; Hong & Faedda, 1996): An 11-item scale
measuring individual differences in reactance proneness (Mean = 32.93; SD = 6.24);

(3) Discrepancy Scale (Smith, 1978): A single-item, “Which position best reflects your opinion
regarding the previous statement?” (ranging from ‘strongly disagree’ = 31 [most discrepant] to
‘strongly agree’ = 0 [least discrepant]). (Mean = 20.03; SD = 8.30). The statement (‘On-screen
communication’) is given in the Procedures below.

Materials

e A gallery of 300 photographs (May, 2007) which is a so-called “fuzzy set encoded target pool”
of photos rated by how strongly they fit certain features, creating little-overlap for easier
selection.

e ARandom Number Generator (RNG) (Helmut Schmidt’s design; used to generate target sets).

Procedure

e Participants were randomly assigned to one of four groups.

e Participants completed the RASGS and HPRS.

» Half the participants received IC treatment (guided imagery with meditative audio).
e On-screen communication presented:

—“ ... This Picture ID Task has been developed in parapsychology over many decades and |
claim that it is the best of all procedures that have hitherto been applied in
parapsychology.... know I have persuaded you about this. | know you agree with my opinion.
In fact, you’re really forced to agree because university students can’t have differing opinions
on this issue.”

—Italicized section is the persuasive/threatening element randomly presented to half the
participants;

e Participants rate their reactions to the message on the Discrepancy Scale;

¢ Participants used the RNG to generate target sets and a target from that set; Total = 5
photos)—each participant got one trial only;

e Participants ranked the five photos. RNG was used first to select one of 12 groups, then RNG
was used again five times to select one of five photos from five categories in that group.
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e Target appeared on screen, and feedback was given indicating the rank, and if it was #1, it
was a Direct Hit.

Results

Hypothesis 1a. Psi Hitting is higher in the IC group compared to the non-IC group: Direct hit
rate for the IC group was 21.0%, which is higher than the hit rate of 20.7% for the non-IC group,
where MCE = 20%. These percentages are only just in the directions expected; the IC effect is very
small and not significant, F(1, 223) = 1.29, p = .128 (1-t); partial eta-squared (n?,) = .006;

Hypothesis 1b. ‘Reactants’ (i.e., reactance treated) score lower on psi hitting than ‘non-
reactants’: The Direct hit rate for the reactance group was 22.3% which is higher than the hit rate
of 19.3% for the non-reactance group (i.e., controls). These percentages are not in the directions
expected, F(1,223) = 1.84, p =.176 (2-t); n?, = .008;

Hypothesis 1c. Sheep (> 22.44, the median score) score higher on psi hitting than goats (<
22.44): The Direct hit rate for sheep was 22.0% (above MCE), which is higher than the hit rate of
19.7% (below MCE) for goats. These percentages are in the directions expected, but the sheep-
goat effect is not significant, and an extremely small effect is indicated, F(1, 223) = 0.10, p =.376
(1-t); n?, =.0004;

Hypothesis 1d. ‘Discrepants’ (they read the persuasive/threatening element) score lower on
psi hitting than ‘non-discrepants’: The Direct hit rate for ‘discrepants’ was 16.8% which is lower
than the hit rate of 24.8% for ‘non-discrepants’. These percentages are in the directions expected,
with the difference only approaching significance, and a small effect is indicated, F(1, 223) = 2.27,
p =.067 (1-t); n?, = .010.

Hypothesis 2. There is a positive relationship between psi scoring and RASGS (paranormal

belief/experience) scores: The relationship was positive, but weak and only approached
significance, r(238) = .10, p = .069 (1-t).

Discussion

Three of the four treatment effects are in the directions hypothesized, two of which
approached significance (‘Imagery Cultivation’ and ‘Discrepancy’).

H1la: The IC treatment produced a slightly higher psi effect (not significant). It cannot be
ascertained at this stage whether the change in the protocol (shortening the duration of the
treatment from 19 minutes to 9% minutes, slight changes to the instructions, relaxing meditative
music, and deletion of the drumming component) had an adverse effect on psi performance.
Comparisons of the various treatments can be undertaken in future studies.

H1b: The reactance treatment showed a reversal in this study (not so in past studies; see Storm
et al., 2013). The reversal is likely due mainly to indecisives and goats in the Non-IC/Reactance
group (see dotted and dashed lines in the graph below).

Hlc: A weak sheep-goat effect is suggested (and see also H2). An apparent sheep-goat effect
is indicated in the graph above, mostly following expectations, particularly in regard to the two
treatments (IC and reactance). Sheep generally perform better than goats on the psi task.
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H1d: Discrepancy can influence reactance treatment and therefore psi—if the threatening
message does not bother participants, they tend to perform significantly better. NB: A preliminary
finding showed the reactance treatment had a stronger psychological effect on goats than sheep,
indicated by greater disagreement (bigger discrepancy) for goats.

Given the mostly exploratory nature of these findings, replication attempts would be
worthwhile that include refinements to the various IC conditions, and a less persuasive reactance
communication.
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Figure 1. Psi performance is generally poorer for ‘goats’ (blue line) compared to ‘sheep’ (red-
line) and ‘indecisives’ (i.e., mid-range scorer on the ASGS; green-line).
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The Imagery Cultivation Model: An Alternative to the Ganzfeld

Lance Storm

School of Psychology, Adelaide University, Adelaide, SA, Australia

Introduction

This study uses extant studies to make performance comparisons between two models of psi
function: the Imagery Cultivation (IC) model and the more well-established Ganzfeld technique.
Both models can be described as ways of exploring the relationship between altered states of
consciousness and psi. IC (Storm & Rock, 2009a) actively cultivates mental imagery to enhance
psi during shamanic-like journeying (described later). The Ganzfeld is an older, well-established
technique that is psi-conducive by enhancing the psi signal-to-noise ratio. However, evidence
suggests psi perceptions produced in the Ganzfeld condition go beyond the actual target, thus
acting in a more diffuse, associative, or field-like way. So, the experimenter may get:

1. “Bleed-through” beyond the target: Impressions don’t match chosen target; they match
decoy elements, or environmental content (interior/exterior); or striking impressions
(experimenter’s personal details);

2. Spontaneous “agent” descriptions: The receiver reports who they sense sending, or what
the sender is feeling, regardless of the target;

3. Associative/symbolic matches: Imagery captures meaning or emotional tone of the target
rather than literal content;

4. Displacement: Impression lines up with future or past target.
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Is the passive state elicited in the Ganzfeld process responsible? What might happen if
participants took hold of the reins (i.e., what if they were more active and set themselves a
direction)? Psi may be facilitated by cognitive action, not just passive states. The IC picture-
identification task uses a shamanic-like journeying protocol to encourage visualization (Storm &
Rock, 2009a). Peters (1989) notes: “In shamanism, the key to the transpersonal is through
visualization” (p. 129). Walsh (1989) states: “practitioners focus on voluntarily entering altered
states of consciousness in which they experience themselves . . . traveling to other realms at will”
(p.5).

The shamanic-like journeying technique requires participants to listen to pre-recorded
instructions aimed at cultivating, mastering, and controlling mental imagery from the
imagination, which may have a paranormal source. In a recent study (Storm et al., submitted),
the standard IC group produced a hit-rate of 26.3% (where MCE = 20%). The accumulation of ten
IC studies combined (N = 509) resulted in an overall hit-rate of 24.4% (p = .009). This review of
the extant literature contrasts studies using the active IC procedure with studies using the passive
Ganzfeld procedure.

The IC design was modeled on Ganzfeld basics so protocols are very similar: Both have a
relaxation component, both require closed eyes (elimination of extraneous light), both require
elimination of disturbing noise. The exception does not invalidate comparison: IC requires
mentally “reaching” for the target; Ganzfeld requires a passive mental approach with the
expectation that a target image will appear.

Methods
Participants

Mostly university students (N = 509 across 10 IC studies)

Materials

* 1. A gallery of 300 photographs from the Corel Stock Photo Library of Professional
Photographs featuring outdoor nature scenes (e.g., mountains, waterfalls) and ancient
and modern built structures (pyramids, bridges, temples). Picture set consists of 12
Groups x 5 Categories x 5 Photographs = 300 photos total. (A five-photo array is presented
onscreen via desktop computer or laptop).

* 2. Imagery Cultivation audio—a sound file consisting of relaxing tonalities and guided
imagery (e.g., “imagine the future target”).

* 3. Arandom number generator (RNG; built by Helmut Schmidt). Numbered green lights
in a circle. One Group of five Categories, and the photo array, are determined randomly.

Procedure

For our first two IC studies (Rock et al.,, 2012; Storm & Rock, 2009b), participants were
instructed to lie on padded floor mats, placing light-proof eye masks over their eyes. They listened
to a recording of monotonous drumming and simultaneous guided imagery instructions (human
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voice), aimed at cultivating mental imagery. Each participant held a random image (the target)
concealed in an envelope (k = 4). Time taken: 19 minutes.

In subsequent IC studies (Storm, 2019, 2022, 2023; Storm & Goretzki, 2021; Storm et al.,
submitted), the participant sat in a chair, put on headphones, clicked the “START” button on the
computer, and closed their eyes. No eye masks, no shared instructions, no envelopes, no
monotonous drumming. Guided imagery was modified: An Al voice was used with background
musical tonalities. An RNG was used to generate targets /later (k = 5). Time taken: 9% minutes.

Steps
* After IC, participants generate their own unique array of five photos;

* They rank them 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, according to most likely to be the target (1) and least
likely to be the target (5):

o Direct hits is used as the main psi measure,
o Rank #1 is a direct hit.

After the target is generated, it is revealed to the participant, who is informed of its rank.

Results
IC vs. Controls

The first parapsychological focus is on the performance advantage of IC. To do that, only those
studies that had control groups are presented here:

* Storm and Rock (2009b): IC Group Direct Hits = 34.5% (MCE = 25%); Controls = 22.6%
(marginally sig. diff., p = .087);

* Rocketal. (2012): IC (Voice/Drum) Hits = 26.9% (MCE = 25%); IC (Voice) = 29.4%; IC (Drum)
= 25.9%; Controls = 23.3% (no sig. diff. between four groups);

e Storm (2019): IC (New Design) Hits = 23.7% (MCE = 20%); Controls = 15.0% (no sig. diff.);

e Storm (2022): IC (New Design) Hits = 25.5% (MCE = 20%); Controls = 20.4% (no sig. diff.).

IC groups consistently perform better than control groups.

Ganzfeld Comparisons

The second parapsychological focus is on the performance differences between IC and
Ganzfeld. A total of 114 studies (1974 to 2018) yielded a 30.6% hit rate where MCE = 25% (Storm
& Tressoldi, 2020, p. 209). Two IC studies yielded a 29.9% hit rate, where MCE = 25%.

Later IC studies used k=5 design where MCE = 20%. Most Ganzfeld studies use k=4 design
where MCE = 25%. So, effect Size it (pi) was used, which reduces all effects to a k=2 design where
MCE = 50% for both IC and Ganzfeld. Outcomes were comparable: IC: Mean hit rate =23.9% (MCE
=20%), t = .56; Ganzfeld: Mean hit rate = 30.6% (MCE = 25%), t = .57.
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Discussion

IC groups consistently perform better than non-IC (control) groups. IC and Ganzfeld perform
at comparable levels. Is the active component in IC as good as the passive component in Ganzfeld?
It may be too soon to say. However, the new IC procedure is expedient (convenient and practical;
saves time and money) compared to the old IC, Ganzfeld, and Autoganzfeld.

Critical Points—Active vs Passive

1. With IC, actively engaging imagination may depend heavily on individual differences in
visualization ability, openness to altered states, or prior experience with ASCs (meditative or
shamanic-like journeying). In other words, is the procedure demanding?

2. With Ganzfeld, the passive approach puts no pressure on participants—it may be more
universally accessible, requiring less cognitive effort or skill.

3. IC aims to connect with deeper levels of mind. If psi is a signal, it's possible mental quietude
effectively reduces cognitive noise and allows relevant psi signals to emerge.

4. However, how does noise reduction keep out irrelevant psi signals (“bleed-through”;
spontaneous “agent” descriptions; associative and symbolic matches, and displacement)?

5. IC’s current performance must be maintained—it needs more replication, refinement, and
maybe a closer look at the alignment between theory and experimental design (see Point 1
above).

Limitations

Too few experimenters have been directly testing Imagery Cultivation to make assertions
about its efficacy on its own with no additional treatments. Across three studies, there have been
six experimenters other than the author (Rock et al., 2012; Storm & Goretzki, 2021; Storm & Rock,
2009). All other studies have had only the author as experimenter (Storm, 2019, 2022, 2023;
Storm et al., submitted). Also, Ganzfeld may have an advantage—it has been around for decades,
with theorists and experimenters refining the procedures.
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Introduction

A spectrum of unusual occurrences continues to be reported in those who are dying. One such
occurrence, known as terminal lucidity (TL), involves an unanticipated surge of mental clarity that
can occur in the final hours, minutes, or seconds before a person dies. Because TL occurs in direct
proximity to death, it is a medical enigma, given that those who experience it are often (although
not always) presumed to have irreversible physiological declines.

An estimated 2-6% of all dying people will experience TL prior to death, regardless of their
medical condition (Batthydny & Greyson, 2021; Lim et al., 2020; Nahm & Greyson, 2009). Because
TL is not widely acknowledged as a natural part of the dying process, information about TL is not
routinely collected nor is it frequently reported, making the true prevalence of TL likely higher
(Batthyany & Greyson, 2021; Fenwick & Brayne, 2011; Nahm & Greyson, 2009; Nahm et al., 2012).

What is currently known about TL is almost exclusively drawn from eye-witness testimonies
about what dying adults appear to be experiencing, with much of that literature focusing on aged
persons with neurodegenerative conditions, such as those with dementia (Karlawish et al., 2024;
Mueller et al., 2025; Ramirez et al., 2023, 2024; Teresi et al., 2023). Those studies are of relevance
to parapsychological research, as they challenge dominant narratives that suggest a healthy
functioning brain is responsible for lucid awareness.

Little is known about TL in children (Tassell-Matamua & Kothe, 2025; Woollacott & Tassell-
Matamua, 2025), other than anecdotal reports and some individual cases published in historical
literature. While cases of TL in children do not necessarily imply the same type of
neurodegeneration as that involved in TL in adults with dementia, they are nonetheless
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interesting due to cases being reported in children who were in a comatose or semi-comatose
state prior to TL. How lucid awareness returns so rapidly, when established understandings
suggest recovery from comatose and semi-comatose states to healthy cognitive functioning is
gradual, is beyond current explanation.

Equally, some cases of TL in children seem to describe exceptional abilities, which can include
acquisition of information during the TL state that they have not had prior exposure to or
knowledge of (i.e., claiming to see a deceased relative whom they did not previously know). Again,
such instances of knowledge acquisition are inexplicable.

The current study was the first to systematically examine TL in children. We collected cases of
TL in children aged 16 years and under from across the globe and examined whether consistent
characteristics and antecedents existed across them. An additional aim was to examine the
impact on caregivers of witnessing TL in children.

Methods

We adopted a pragmatic approach to research design, data collection, and analysis
(Ramanadhan et al., 2021). The acquaintanceship networks of the authors, which included groups
we are affiliated with (e.g., The International Association of Near-Death Studies [IANDS]) were
utilized to recruit participants, who were usually caregivers (i.e., both medical professionals and
family members) of terminally ill children who had passed away and whom the participants
believed had experienced TL. We utilized a mixed-methods approach of both quantitative and
gualitative data, employing an online survey to collect fixed-choice and open-ended responses to
a range of questions.

Although a pool of 22 cases of presumed TL in children was initially collected from 16
caregivers, 11 cases were not suitable to include as exemplars of TL, either because the child was
above 16 years old, or because there were no details in the responses to suggest the child met
the criteria for TL as specified by our team for the purposes of the present study. Because TL can
co-occur with other end-of-life experiences, such as deathbed visions, we only included those
cases that explicitly met our primary criteria for TL, which is based on Nahm’s (2022a) definition;
that being, TL is an unexpected surge of mental clarity before death. Members of our team
reviewed the cases and refined them down to those congruent with that definition.

Consequently, our final sample comprised of seven caregivers (of the initial 16) who had
witnessed TL in a child, and they were recruited through purposive sampling and completed a 42-
item online survey. Some respondents reported more than one case, resulting in 11 case reports
of TLin children.

Results

Across the 11 cases of TL (seven male, four female), children ranged in age from 19 months to
16 years old. The most common medical condition at the time of TL and subsequent death was
leukemia (N=6), while the remaining children had either immune disease (N=2), kidney disease
(N=2), or a brain tumor (N=1).

The duration of TL ranged from a few seconds to less than an hour for most children (N=7).
Most children (N=9) experienced one continuous TL episode, while the remainder (N=2) appeared
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to experience multiple lucid events before dying. At least eight of the children were explicitly
reported to be in a semi-comatose or comatose state prior to their TL episode.

Differences in mental lucidity were evident before and during TL. Most children had severe
mental impairment before TL, yet had no or mild mental impairment during TL. Some children
lost the ability to interact with their surroundings and people before TL, but regained these
abilities during TL. In regaining their ability to interact and communicate with others, some
children demonstrated an apparent new ability to interact with unidentified others who were not
visible to anyone else. Others indicated they were communicating with particular people they
knew, such as Case 2 who “reported talking to [a] deceased grandma.” Caregivers believed
medication could not be responsible for these changes.

To ascertain caregivers’ perceptions of TL, we asked three specific questions relating to how
the TL could be explained, what impact witnessing TL had, and how it influenced caregivers’
beliefs. Most caregivers perceived TL as a spiritual experience and one that signals the child’s
physical life is coming to an end, while also indicating they perceived TL to be indicative of
consciousness operating independently of the brain (i.e., non-locally). None of the participants
thought TL was due to medication, was a biological event caused by brain changes, or was due to
imagination.

Witnessing TL in children was considered a spiritual experience. Caregivers also indicated that
witnessing TL in children was comforting and confirmed their existing spiritual beliefs.

Discussion

Features typical of TL identified in adult samples are also common to children’s cases, such
that notable changes in mental impairment and ability to interact are observed. Some of these
changes seem to challenge current understandings about cognitive functioning and the
conditions under which it should be and should not be possible. They also raise questions about
exceptional knowledge acquisition during the dying process.

Medication is not perceived as being influential in TL by those who witness it. Witnessing TL in
children has a positive impact on those who witness it, confirming their spiritual beliefs and
potentially influencing how they deliver end-of-life care.

Conclusion

Research into TL is still in its infancy. Examining TL in children more thoroughly is a necessary
part of understanding the full manifestation of this phenomenon across the lifespan, as well as
its relevance to the field of parapsychology.
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Revisiting Haunt and Poltergeist Clearing in Australian Residences: Analyses of
30 Case Reports

Robb Tilley
Australian Institute of Parapsychological Research (AIPR, Inc.) Sydney NSW Australia

Introduction

Hauntings and poltergeists are regarded as troublesome, and individuals disturbed by these
phenomena may seek assistance from people trained in resolving these problems (Auerbach,
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2005; Gauld & Cornell, 1979; Zahradnik & von Lucadou, 2012). The so-called “clearing work” by
the author, Robb Tilley, is described in this presentation. The data from 30 detailed accounts of
haunt and/or poltergeist phenomena occurring in Australian residences were quantitatively
evaluated in a peer-reviewed study (Storm & Tilley, 2020). Post-clearing surveys were conducted
to assess wellbeing (quality of life and life satisfaction) and related factors. Generally, the
outcomes were favourable. Specific details and comprehensive evaluations were then made of
the 30 cases. Three successful cases are described.

Methods

There were 30 surveyed cases collected over a five-year period (2015 to 2019). These cases
derived mostly from home visits where clearing work was conducted by Robb Tilley (other cases
were performed remotely). Mean Age = 44 years (SD = 13 years); 8 males, 22 females.

Measures

(1) Information Sheet with Consent Form and the “AIPR Survey.” The Survey allowed clients to
report various demographic details (age, sex, significant others, residence type, etc.), how
successful the clearing was (a four-point scale from 0 to 3); duration (how long the residence was
haunted); what life was like after the clearing (a three-point scale derived from self-reported
responses). Also, there was a provision to classify the problem as either a haunt or a poltergeist.
Clients also described the phenomena experienced; i.e., what was perceived via the normal
sensory modalities, as well as extra-sensorial perceptions (e.g., déja vu, discarnate entity contact,
sensed presence, psychic assault, etc.).

(2) Transliminality Scale (Lange, Thalbourne, Houran, & Storm, 2000; Thalbourne, 1996):
Transliminality is defined as “a hypothesized tendency for psychological material to cross
thresholds into or out of consciousness” (Thalbourne & Houran, 2000, p. 853). The TLS measures
sensitivity to the surroundings and psychic environment. The scale consists of 29 true/false items.

(3) Personal Wellbeing Index (Adult) Scale (PWI; International Wellbeing Group, 2013). Consists
of seven items which can be re-scaled to represent “Subjective Wellbeing”. Each item scores on
an 11-point (0-10) scale. The scale is often administered with the “General Life Satisfaction” item
and the “Spirituality or Religion” item.

Procedure

Stage One: The study was approved by the University of Adelaide’s School of Psychology
Human Ethics Subcommittee (Approval Code Number 16/69). A package consisting of the above
three sets of materials was emailed to participants who sought help and received it from Tilley.
Upon completion of the survey, participants were asked to return them to an independent
researcher who processed the returned survey data and conducted statistical analyses on that
data (see Storm & Tilley, 2020).

68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of 81
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: FULL PAPERS

Tilley decides if there are paranormal issues involved, and if so, conducts the clearing work by
acting as an intermediary, requesting help from non-physical spirits. Tilley interviews occupants
and reviews detailed records of alleged phenomena—such as apparitions, psychokinetic effects,
and environmental anomalies—while noting their psychological impact. He then identifies
whether a particular individual appears to be the focus of the disturbances and psychically
examines the entire property for “energy wells” or “interdimensional tunnels.” Once these
assessments are complete, the séance-like cleansing ritual begins, during which benevolent spirits
are invoked to guide troublesome entities “to the light,” often resulting in a resolution of the
disturbance within one to two hours.

Stage Two: This part is detailed in Tilley (2025). Tilley described the 30 cases, and explained
the processes and techniques he used to resolve the haunting and/or poltergeist under the AIPR
primary remit: “To provide support in matters to do with alleged or actual experiences of a
paranormal (psychic) nature that may require relief of suffering, distress, or helplessness” (see
https://www.aiprinc.org/).

Results

The majority of residences were houses (a total of 21 clients; 70%). Nine clients (30%) reported
having lived in a haunted house before, so for the majority, the haunt/poltergeist experience was
novel. The most common anomalies reported were those that pertained to a “sixth sense”
(psychic), and were seen (sightings), heard (sounds), and felt (atmospheric or physical touching).
The most common “sixth sense” experiences were:

e asensed presence;
e asense of being stared at or being watched;

The most common sightings were:
e apparitions (of deceased entities you do not know);
e objects moving/moved;
e lights switched on and/or off by themselves;
e animals shy[ing] away from specific areas.
The most common sounds were:
e banging (doors, windows, etc.);
o footsteps;
e name-calling, or hearing voices.
The most common types of atmospheric or physical touching were:
e touching of the victim;

e mysterious sense of cold spot.
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Findings indicate up to 88% clearing success (partial or complete), more conservatively ranging
from 66% for complete haunt clearing to 68% for complete poltergeist clearing, with clients
generally describing their lives after the clearing as “improved”. Transliminality correlated
significantly with the number of “sixth sense” experiences. The typical client was a “low
transliminal” who tended to be emotionally stable, passive, and introverted, but not prone to
dissociation or unusual experiences. Clients’ scores on subjective wellbeing were on par with
corresponding norms, but the authors do not claim that subjective wellbeing was due to clearing.

Three cases are described here (further details to be given in the presentation):

Case Study #3 (Possession): “Adam”, a 33-year-old man, sought help after decades of
experiencing a controlling spirit (Peter) whose influence caused psychological distress,
involuntary movements, threatening voices, and major disruptions to his life. After extensive
interviews, failed attempts at negotiation with the entity, and finally a targeted spiritual
intervention intended to overwhelm Peter with positive emotion, the possession ended
permanently, leaving Adam healthier, happier, and newly open to a reality he was still trying to
understand.

Case Study #24 (Haunted Abductee): This case began as a routine request to clear a
long-haunted family home, but once the poltergeist activity was resolved through a clearing
ceremony, the family felt safe enough to disclose decades of additional experiences, including
alleged alien abductions and ongoing psychic phenomena. After the clearing, the house remained
peaceful, the daughter’s wellbeing improved dramatically, and the family reported that their later
psycho-spiritual experiences became entirely positive.

Case Study #67 (Aboriginal Psychic Assault): Minjarra, an educated Aboriginal woman of the
Stolen Generations, described years of psychic assaults which she believed were caused by living
Kadaicha practitioners “singing” her through remote spiritual attacks involving voices, bodily
sensations, dreams, fear, and apparent physical effects. Tilley interpreted her experiences as
comparable to poltergeist phenomena rather than psychosis, documenting his attempts to
protect and “clear” her through spiritual intervention while contrasting Aboriginal sorcery
traditions with mainstream psychiatric explanations.

Discussion

The authors conducted a survey on people (clients) who had their Australian residences
“cleared” of haunt and/or poltergeist phenomena. Clients were “typed” in two ways: via
Thalbourne’s (1996) Transliminality Scale (a perceptual measure), and the Personal Wellbeing
Index (International Wellbeing Group, 2013), which measures quality of life. The most common
psychic (“sixth sense”) experiences were a sensed presence and a sense of being stared at or
being watched; the most common sightings were apparitions and moving objects; the most
common noises were footsteps and banging of doors and/or windows. The majority of cases (up
to 88%) were cleared successfully (12% showed resistance of some sort). Three cases were
detailed—a possession, a haunted abductee, and a psychic assault. All three were resolved
satisfactorily. This type of intervention is more successful than other extant methods of improving
the well-being of poltergeist/haunt sufferers (see Gauld & Cornell, 1979, who report a 60%
success rate for similar cases).
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An Exploration of Air CO, Sequestration Using Consciousness-Based
Interventions

Annalisa Ventola®, Mark Boccuzzi?, Alex A. Alvarez3, Michael Totaro?, & Ramsés
D’Ledn??
Public Parapsychology, Columbus, Ohio, USA
2Windbridge Institute, Tucson, Arizona, USA

3 Unidad Parapsicoldgica de Investigacion, Difusion y Ensefianza (UPIDE), México City, México
4Cloud Corps, USA

Introduction

The accelerating climate crisis has intensified interest in unconventional, complementary
approaches to mitigation that may operate alongside technological, behavioral, and policy-based
solutions. Within parapsychology, decades of experimental research suggest that consciousness
may interact with physical systems, such as random number generators (Bdsch et al, 2006),
photons (Radin et al, 2012), molecular systems (Matos et al, 2017), and biological substrates
(Gagliardi & Mondini, 2018) under certain conditions. However, relatively little work has
examined whether such interactions can be explored meaningfully within an explicitly
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environmental context. The present study investigates whether consciousness-based
interventions—implemented remotely by volunteer participants—can measurably influence
carbon dioxide (CO;) concentrations within sealed laboratory chambers.

Four hypotheses were specified a priori. The null hypothesis (Ho) predicted no systematic
change in CO, concentration associated with participant sessions. Alternative hypotheses
predicted a decrease in CO, concentration in a Source Chamber (Hi), an increase in CO,
concentration in a Target Chamber (H,), and a correlation between decreases in the Source
Chamber and increases in the Target Chamber (Hs). Given the exploratory nature of the study,
the significance threshold was set at a = .10.

Methods

The protocol was approved by the Windbridge Institute’s Human Participant Protection
Program. Two completely sealed, airtight chambers of atmospheric air were housed in a secure,
temperature-controlled laboratory environment in Tucson, Arizona. One chamber was
designated the Source Chamber, and the other the Target Chamber. Each chamber was equipped
with an Adafruit SCD-30 non-dispersive infrared CO, sensor connected to an Adafruit QT Py ESP32
Pico microcontroller. CO, concentration was recorded approximately every ten seconds over a
continuous 30-day period. Temperature and humidity were recorded but not included in the
present analyses. Sensor data from each chamber were stored as separate timestamped files via
processing scripts running on a dedicated Windows-based computer.

Participants were asked to mentally “move” CO, from the Source chamber to the Target
chamber. They interacted with the system remotely through a project-specific website
(https://www.co2busting.com/index.html). After providing informed consent, eligible
participants (United States residents, age 18 or older, fluent in English) could choose from three
activities aimed at helping them mentally influence CO, movement between the Source and
Target Chambers: (a) a two-minute self-guided visualization practice, (b) a three-minute guided
meditation delivered via prerecorded audio, or (c) an interactive computer-based game
developed in Phaser.js involving symbolic manipulation of animated CO, molecules. Each activity
automatically generated start and stop timestamps, which were stored in a MySQL database
alongside activity type and session metadata.

Results

The data for this experiment included continuous CO, readings from both the Source and
Target Chambers, each with corresponding timestamps. In addition, session start and stop
timestamps for each participant were recorded, along with the type of interaction chosen by the
participant, which could be the interactive game, guided meditation, or self-guided meditation.
The study involved 57 participants (n = 57).

To test H; and H,, chamber data for each participant session were separated from the main data
file using a custom Excel Visual Basic script. The session data were then organized into individual
Excel workbooks, and CO, levels at the start and end of each session were compared. The first
and last CO; readings for each session in the Source Chamber were used to determine whether
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the level of CO, decreased. If the starting level of CO, in the Source Chamber was higher than the
level at the end of the session, that session was classified as a "hit." If the starting level was lower
than the end level, the session was classified as a "miss."

For Hy, 32 of 57 sessions (56.14%) showed a decrease in CO, concentration in the Source
Chamber (p = .068). For H,, 31 of 57 sessions (54.39%) showed an increase in CO, concentration
in the Target Chamber (p = .084). Both results met the predefined exploratory significance
criterion. Hypothesis Hs was not supported: only 15 sessions showed simultaneous decreases in
the Source Chamber and increases in the Target Chamber, a rate not exceeding chance
expectation.

Descriptive analyses by activity type indicated that self-guided practice produced the highest
hit rate (52.63%), followed by guided meditation (45.45%) and the interactive game (44.00%).
These comparisons were not subjected to inferential testing.

Discussion

The results of this study support two of the three alternative hypotheses tested. Across
participant sessions, CO, concentrations decreased in the Source Chamber and increased in the
Target Chamber at rates exceeding chance expectation at the predefined significance level. In
contrast, no reliable association was observed between decreases in the Source Chamber and
increases in the Target Chamber, indicating that the effects did not manifest as coordinated inter-
chamber dynamics.

The lack of support for the correlation hypothesis meaningfully constrains interpretation of
the findings. Rather than indicating a direct transfer or displacement of CO, between chambers,
the results suggest that any effects present operated locally at the level of individual chambers.
This distinction is important for refining future experimental models and for avoiding overly literal
interpretations of “movement” or transport. At the same time, the presence of consistent
directional change in both chambers demonstrates that environmental variables such as CO,
concentration can serve as viable experimental targets for consciousness-based research under
controlled conditions.

Descriptive analyses by activity type revealed systematic differences in hit rates across the
three participant activities. Self-guided practice yielded the highest proportion of sessions with
CO, changes in the predicted direction, followed by guided meditation and the interactive game.
Although these comparisons were not subjected to inferential testing, the pattern is noteworthy
given that all three activities were designed to engage participants toward the same experimental
goal. The result suggests that variations in participant autonomy, engagement style, or
attentional strategy may be relevant variables in consciousness-based experimental contexts and
should be treated as factors of interest in future study designs rather than as interchangeable
delivery formats.

Overall, the study demonstrates the feasibility of integrating continuous environmental
sensing with remotely delivered consciousness-based activities in a controlled experimental
framework. While the findings do not establish causal mechanisms, they indicate that this
approach can generate analyzable data suitable for refinement, replication, and preregistered
follow-up studies, potentially informing future experimental design and contributing data to
ongoing dialogue within parapsychology regarding scale, rigor, and public relevance.
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Handedness Effects in Retrocausation

Jordan J. Wehrman

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia

Introduction

Retrocausation is the idea that the future can affect the past; you can improve your mark in an
exam by studying after you have taken the test. While perhaps far-fetched, there are proposals
for both why this should exist and how it could work at not just the quantum scale but at the level
of cognition. The idea of retrocausation was originally forwarded by Costa de Beauregard (1953)
as a solution to higher-than-expected correlations between two particles in physics experiments.
Briefly, observing one particle has been argued to simultaneously determine the state of an
entangled particle, despite the distance between these particles. This implies faster than the
speed of light information transfer. As an alternative, retrocausation argues that the observation
of the particle in the present selects the state of the entangled particle separated in space-time
(which may include the past), hence circumventing the need for faster than light signaling (see
Price & Wharton, 2013, 2015).

Retrocausation has also found support in the psychological sciences. In a now (in)famous
article, Bem (2011) found a small effect of future events on current responses across several
different experiments, reigniting interest in psi phenomena. However, even before this, a great
deal of research had been done demonstrating these phenomena: For example, Honorton and
Ferrari (1989) performed a meta-analysis of more than 300 articles from 1935 to 1987; Storm et
al. (2012) found a further 72 articles from 1987 to 2010 on participant responses, 36% of which
dealt with possible precognition; and Mossbridge et al. (2012) found 26 reports in the same time
period examining physiological responses. All these meta-analyses (also see Duggan & Tressoldi,
2018) found small but significant effects of future events on current actions (i.e., retrocausal
influences).

My own work using basic cueing paradigms has found mixed results however. Wehrman (2019)
found no effect of either extrinsic or intrinsic retrocausal cueing on reaction times. Similarly,
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Wehrman and Storm (2024), found no retrocausal cueing effects on temporal preparation or
response inhibition. However, in Wehrman and Storm, when participants were told what
response would likely be required after they responded (i.e., retrocausally), participants
responded significantly faster (by between 7 and 12 ms) if the response matched the cue and was
made with their right hand, and significantly slower (by between 7 and 9 ms) if the response was
made with their left hand.

The same effect was further replicated, indicating a robust, lateralized (i.e., difference in left
and right hand) effect of retrocausal cueing on stimulus identification. This effect represents an
anomalous (i.e., nonclassical) effect of the future on the past with regard to what to respond.
While no retrocausal influence was found in the other types of cueing, because of the replicable,
lateralized effect found in response identification, this paradigm is a strong candidate for
examining neural correlates of retrocausation in the future.

The work currently underway presents further investigations into this phenomenon, by
splitting the responses between the hands, such that in some blocks of trials, participants only
responded with their right hand, and in others, they only responded with their left hand. Further,
a subset of participants conducted this experiment with electroencephalograph (EEG), to look for
neural correlates of future (retrocausal) impacts on responses.

Methods

Three behavioural and one EEG experiment were run, with sample sizes similar to that of
Wehrman and Storm (2024; i.e., N = 50). In all experiments, participants responded to either the
letters A or S with their left hand in some blocks, or K and L with their right hand in other blocks.

Further, the retrocausal cue matched the response imperative 70% of the time in all
experiments. In Experiment 1, the randomization of the retrocausal cue congruency was
performed prior to the start of the experiment, while in Experiment 2, the randomization was
performed after the response was made.

In Experiment 3, in a subset of trials, participants were shown their response times prior to the
retrocausal cue being presented, with the idea of breaking any superposition of the cue prior to
the cue being presented. The EEG study was run similar to Experiment 1, however the contingent
negative variation prior to response was analysed in relation to the as-yet unseen retrocausal cue.

Results

The data for these experiments has been collected but has yet to be analysed. It is expected
that results will be presented at the PA-AIPR Convention.
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Experimental Exploration of the GPS Tracker Teleportation Phenomenon

Damin Yin,! Ping Guo? & Zhe-Bin Gong?

lyangzhou Vocational University, Jiangsu, China
2 Zhengzhou Chunlin Vocational Training School, Henan, China
3 Wuhan University

Introduction

The phenomenon of macroscopic object teleportation (hereinafter referred to as "macro-
teleportation") has a long history. Lin Shuhuang (Lin, 1995) completed an experiment teleporting
a small transmitter as early as 1982. Introducing a GPS tracker into macro-teleportation
experiments, we have organized twenty-four such tests in recent years. We summarized the
"macro-teleportation" phenomenon occurring with GPS devices by eight psi agents in altered
states of consciousness, essentially verifying the reality of macro-teleportation.

Song Kongzhi completed 50 experiments with Zhang Baosheng and succeeded 25 times. In
order to present these experiments to a predominantly Western audience (who are less familiar
with teleportation experiments), methods for training functional people are indeed needed. The
method of training children is indeed better, and conditions can be tested on the spot.
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In parapsychological experiments, especially those with macroscopic objects, there is a high
probability that occlusion is required, and it is possible that looking at the object under
investigation will have an impact on the experiment.

Methods

The personnel involved include Professor Gong Zhebing, a doctoral supervisor of Wuhan
University. Zhang Jie is one of the top ten scientific and technological innovation model workers
in Henan. Yin Damin is a physicist and a university magic teacher.

The equipment used (camera and its type, GPS and its manufacturer) has been introduced.
Faraday cages, and infrared, high-speed cameras are not used in the experiment. The experiment
is recorded on video and can be shown at conferences. We can provide further documentation.
The different phases of the experiment and the associated controls can be clearly seen in videos
and photos.

Over several years, we conducted twenty-four experiments in Chongging, Zhengzhou, and
YongKang, Zhejiang, involving nine individuals: Yang Degui, Song Mouzhu, Yang Moufan, Liu
Mouyi, Tang Moucong, Tang Mouyuan, Sun Mouhan, Chen Mouwen, and Chen Mouning.

During the experiments, four different types of GPS tracking devices were used (see Figures 1
and 2; Figure 2 shows two GPS devices, one white and one black). The devices were successfully
teleported from point A to point X in six instances. Five experiments successfully completed the
reverse teleportation from point X back to point A. That is, GPS tracking devices that disappeared
without a trace were retrieved and could be reused.

Fig.1 GPS Location Tracker, type A
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Fig.2. GPS Location Tracker, types B and C

There were 25 experiments (counting one completed with Yang Degui), 16 escapes and nine
escapes. There are specific situations in our article. Most of the experimental sites of Chunlin
School are 507 and 506 on the fifth floor, but there are also four times in the woods two
kilometers away. Song Guizhu Dun GPS starting point, twice in the school 507, twice in the woods,
arrival point three times in the 507 laboratory, twice in the woods. Others were basically in the
laboratory when their GPS returned, and the laboratory did not have it before they returned.

Results

Yang Degui successfully transmitted a black GPS (Model GT013-07259, see Figure 1) from point
Ato point X once, but failed to complete the reverse experiment. That GPS device remains missing
to this day. Yang Degui did not come back after he left, so we did not invite Yang Degui to
experiment later.

On February 28, 2018, in Wuxi Village, Xintian, Wanzhou, Damin Yin observed two instances
of anomalous displays from a GPS device after Yang Degui's macro-teleportation attempt.

After seven minutes from the start of experiment, Yang Degui caused the disappearance
(transmission) of a 202-gram black Tugiang brand GPS (Unique ID: 8888880130007259). At 17:02,
the GPS device left the indoor water basin following Yang's loud shout (monitored by two
cameras). A mobile phone displayed its location approximately 30 meters outside. From 17:06 to
17:10:11, the GPS left an M-shaped trajectory (see Figure 3). The disappearance of Yang Degui's
GPS is discussed in our article (Yin, 2012). The M-shaped trajectory is of unknown origin and is
about 20 meters away. The signal did not disappear until the power was exhausted, and the trace
was displayed on the morning of March 1. At this time, camera footage showed Yang Degui was
indoors. Within a one-kilometer radius, besides Damin Yin and Yang Degui; there was no one else
present. Yang Degui lives on the mountain, not in the desert. He is surrounded by mountains and
trees (neighbors are one kilometer away).
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Fig.3. M-shaped trajectory displaying the location of the GPS tracker.

Song successfully conducted eight GPS macro-teleportation experiments. Six were completed
perfectly, involving the transmission of a white GPS (Figure 2) from point A to point X and the
corresponding reverse transmission. In general experiments, the process can hardly be seen. Only
once, when Song Guizhu’s GPS came to the school's 507 laboratory, the GPS appeared after
hearing the 1 "pa. Often, you can't see the specific path.

On September 29, 2018, at 15:00, Song began teleportation of a white GPS device. After 25
minutes, the device disappeared from inside a small red box in Zhengzhou Chunlin School's Lab,
but could not retrieve it. Huaping Guo requested Song to apply special mental influence on the
GPS again. Five minutes later, the GPS returned to its origin point in a flowerpot in the lab. That
is, Song completed an A-X-A round-trip experiment.

Discussion

Based on the results of our 24 GPS experiments, it is encouraging that five experimenters and
three laboratories in China have demonstrated the teleportation of high-tech devices like GPS
trackers (Gong, 2016; Lin, 1995; Yin, 2012). With relatively objective mobile phone trajectory
records, it appears that the reality of macro-teleportation can be confirmed. The results of Yang
Degui and Song Guizhu are indeed very rare experiments. Our preventive and control measures
are more stringent, and they may indeed represent a real breakthrough in our science. However,
macro-teleportation experiments are difficult to complete and are not 100% successful, especially
in unfamiliar and tense environments, making them unsuitable for military applications.

These results are somewhat different from those of Zhang Baosheng. Zhang Baosheng has
specific images in different frames (40 milliseconds) in a video showing macroscopic objects
emerging step by step from the wall of a closed jar, which is very rare. In this specific case, there
was no invisibility, and the camera shot a 25/sec. We have no such experiment.

Considering the special human influence involved in GPS macro-teleportation experiments, we
postulate that macroscopic matter may undergo a special phase transition or possess a
generalized frequency under such conditions. At this point, it may be hypothesized that matter
enters a super-microscopic, invisible wave-particle duality state, with extremely stringent trigger
conditions. Starting from the quantum-mechanical tunneling effect, we hypothesize that super-
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microscopic invisible matter under these conditions also exhibits the wave-particle duality and
uncertainty characteristics of microscopic matter.
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Introduction

Psi capacities such as remote viewing, clairvoyance, telepathy, mediumship and psychokinesis,
here defined as the ability to circumvent the usual constraints of time and space to receive
information and/or influence events (e.g., Utts, 1995), are controversial areas of study in
mainstream science (Cardefia, 2015; Weiler, 2026). However, a set of trainers and practitioners
are not waiting for scholarly agreement on the existence of psi capacities before training and
employing apparent psi abilities to address problems in law enforcement, intelligence, and
finance (Katz & Tressoldi, 2022). Thus, there is an urgent need to understand the ethics of the
training and use of psi capacities, but there have been few efforts to this end (for outstanding
counterexamples, see Boccuzzi, 2023; Moriarty, 2023).

Methods

As one step toward developing ethical consensus in the field, we propose an expert panel to
address the overarching question, “What are the ethical considerations that arise in the practical
training and use of psi abilities and how might we address them responsibly?” The panelists (the
co-authors) include: 1) McMoneagle, a world-renowned operational remote viewer (RVer) and
RV trainer who has received a Legion of Merit intelligence medal for his efforts, 2) Mossbridge, a
RVer and RV trainer who has recently been researching the apparent telepathic abilities of autistic
nonspeakers such as those in The Telepathy Tapes, 3) Boccuzzi, a psi researcher and psi
technology creator who has extensive experience training and working with applications of
mediumship and psychokinesis, and 4) Abraham, a trained energy healer and consciousness
researcher who applies advanced artificial intelligence techniques to RV protocols. Because co-
panelists McMoneagle and Boccuzzi cannot present in person, we plan to present an edited
recording of separate pre-recorded interviews with McMoneagle and Boccuzzi responding to a
single set of questions about the ethics involved in training psi capacities, working with vulnerable
populations, technological integration in psi-informed operations, and applications in law
enforcement and intelligence. The questions are:
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e Can you give an example of an ethical dilemma you faced when practicing/teaching psi
abilities?

e Some people think it is unethical to gain information about other people using psi abilities.
What is your opinion?

e What do you consider the ethical line when it comes to potential Al duplication of psi
capacities, or human-Al teaming to perform psi operations?

e If “controlled dissociation” boosts accuracy in psi functioning, can this responsibly be
taught to students, many of whom have dissociative disorders and PTSD?

e If remote viewing can change events — more like remote influencing — what are the due
diligence priorities taskers and remote viewers should consider?

e When working with protected populations, what are the ethical responsibilities of the
researchers, teachers, parents, and funding organizations?

e When working with law enforcement/intelligence agencies, what ethical priorities and
boundaries should psi practitioners and trainers have?

With no more than three minutes for each answer, we will have a final 40-minute edited
recording interspersing McMoneagle and Boccuzzi’s responses to the same questions. We will
play this recording during the panel, pausing briefly when Abraham and Mossbridge need to
respond to a point. This will produce 60 minutes of lively panel discussion between the four
panelists, leaving 30 minutes remaining to engage attendees with their own questions.

Discussion

Ideally, we hope the panel will raise deep interest and curiosity among scientists, practitioners,
and teachers of psi capacities such that they leave the panel wishing to further engage ethical
guestions and even address them explicitly in their daily lives and work. We also suggest that the
panel discussion be considered as part of a broader program within the PA to establish ethical
considerations for trainers and practitioners.
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Beyond Phenomena: An Indian Philosophical Model for Understanding Psi
Experiences

Shweta Goyal

Independent Researcher (University of Southern Queensland)

Introduction

Parapsychology investigates anomalous human experiences such as telepathy, intuition,
presentiment, and out-of-body experiences. While a growing body of empirical research has
explored whether such phenomena occur under controlled conditions, a significant conceptual
limitation persists: the absence of a coherent internal model explaining how these experiences
arise within human cognition and consciousness (Cardefia et al., 2015). Much of the existing
literature focuses on outcome-based validation—whether a phenomenon can be measured or
replicated, rather than examining the underlying processes through which such experiences are
perceived, interpreted, and given meaning.

This paper argues that Indian philosophical traditions, particularly those articulated in classical
texts such as the Bhagavad Gita and the Upanishads, offer a sophisticated and structured model
of the mind that can address this gap. Concepts such as Manas (sensory and emotional mind),
Buddhi (intellect and discriminative faculty), Ahamkara (ego-identity), and Atman (pure
consciousness) together form a layered framework of cognition that extends beyond
conventional neurocognitive explanations. Rather than treating anomalous experiences as
isolated or inexplicable events, this model situates them within a continuum of mental processes.
By integrating these constructs with contemporary parapsychological discourse, the study
proposes a cross-cultural framework for interpreting psi-related experiences as structured
cognitive phenomena.

Methods

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive research design grounded in textual analysis and
comparative conceptual mapping, informed by established qualitative methodologies (Denzin &
Lincoln, 2018). The aim is not empirical verification, but theoretical synthesis developing an
explanatory framework that connects Indian philosophical constructs with contemporary
understandings of cognition and anomalous experience.

The methodological approach proceeds through three structured stages:

1. Conceptual Extraction: Primary philosophical constructs are identified from classical Indian
texts, including the Bhagavad Gita and Upanishadic literature. These constructs—Manas, Buddhi,
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Ahamkara, and Atman—are examined not in purely metaphysical terms, but through a
psychological lens, focusing on their functional roles in perception, cognition, identity formation,
and awareness.

2. Thematic Categorisation: The extracted constructs are organised into functional cognitive
domains:

e Perception and sensory processing (Manas),

e Cognitive evaluation and decision-making (Buddhi),

o Self-referential identity and meaning-making (Ahamkara),
e Witnessing awareness or meta-consciousness (Atman).

This categorisation allows for a systematic understanding of how different layers of the mind
interact in shaping human experience.

3. Cross-disciplinary Mapping: These domains are then analytically mapped onto reported psi-
related phenomena documented in parapsychological literature, including intuitive decision-
making, telepathic-like experiences, and presentiment (Bem et al., 2016). Rather than attempting
to validate these phenomena empirically, the study examines how such experiences may be
internally processed within a structured model of cognition.

This approach positions the research within a process-oriented framework, shifting focus from
whether psi phenomena are objectively real to how such experiences are subjectively generated,
interpreted, and integrated within human consciousness.

In addition, the analysis considers two levels in Indian philosophy. Some experiences may be
understood through subtle processes of the mind. At the same time, Indian traditions also
acknowledge extraordinary capacities, including siddhis, associated with advanced yogic practice.
This allows the study to consider both psychological interpretations of psi experiences and the
possibility of genuinely anomalous phenomena.

Results (Theoretical Insights)

The analysis suggests that Indian philosophical models provide a coherent internal mechanism
for interpreting psi-related experiences as natural extensions of cognitive processes.

To illustrate this in everyday terms, think of a simple situation. You suddenly think of a close
friend you haven’t spoken to in a while, and shortly afterwards, they call or message you. Many
people describe this as a telepathic moment.

In this framework, the experience can be understood in a more grounded way. The mind
(Manas) is constantly picking up subtle cues—memories, emotions, past interactions even when
we are not aware of it. The intellect (Buddhi) quickly processes these signals and brings that
person into awareness. When the call happens, the ego (Ahamkara) connects the two events and
gives it meaning, making it feel like a special or direct connection.

Similarly, people sometimes feel uneasy without knowing why, and later something
unexpected happens. Instead of seeing this as predicting the future, it can be understood as the
mind responding to subtle signals or patterns that are not yet consciously clear.
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Similarly, in experiences often described as precognition or presentiment, an individual may
feel a vague sense of unease before an unexpected event occurs. Rather than interpreting this as
predicting the future, the framework suggests that the mind is detecting subtle inconsistencies
or patterns that have not yet reached conscious clarity. In such cases, cognition may not operate
in strictly linear sequences; instead, awareness (Atman) may register possibilities beyond
immediate sensory input, which are later interpreted through cognitive and emotional processes.

Importantly, these interpretations do not assert the objective existence of telepathy or
precognition. Rather, they demonstrate how such experiences can be understood as outcomes
of layered mental processes involving perception, cognition, and meaning making.

While the examples above show how some experiences may be understood through subtle
mental processes, Indian philosophy also allows that not all such phenomena are reducible to
psychology alone. Yogic traditions discuss extraordinary capacities (siddhis) as a separate
category linked to advanced practice, not ordinary daily experience. This leaves room for both
psychological explanations and the possibility of genuinely anomalous phenomena.

Discussion

The findings highlight a significant gap in parapsychological research: the lack of an integrated
model of mind capable of explaining the internal dynamics of anomalous experiences. While
empirical studies focus on measurement and replication, they often do not address how such
experiences are constructed within the individual.

Indian philosophical traditions offer a complementary perspective by providing a detailed
architecture of the mind. Instead of treating psi phenomena as isolated anomalies, these
traditions situate them within a continuum of cognitive and conscious processes. This allows for
a shift from an outcome-based paradigm to a process-oriented understanding, where the
emphasis is on how experiences arise rather than solely on whether they can be empirically
validated.

This integrative approach also contributes to broader discussions in psychology and
consciousness studies. It challenges reductionist models that locate cognition solely within the
brain and instead proposes a layered understanding of mind that includes perception,
interpretation, identity, and awareness. By bridging Eastern philosophical frameworks with
Western research on anomalous cognition, the study opens pathways for interdisciplinary
dialogue and theoretical development.

Future research may explore empirical applications of this framework, particularly in relation
to meditation practices, altered states of consciousness, and the training of attention and
awareness. Such investigations could provide further insight into how structured mental
processes give rise to experiences that are often labelled as anomalous.
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End-of-Life Experiences in Aotearoa New Zealand - A Content Analysis

Laura O’Sullivan

School of Psychology, Massey University, Aotearoa New Zealand

Introduction

End-of-life experiences (ELEs) include phenomena often perceived as spiritual or paranormal,
such as vivid dreams or visions, premonitions of death, and witnessing events or phenomena that
do not seem to occur by chance (Silva et al., 2023, 2025). These experiences are reported by dying
individuals, as well as their families, friends, and even healthcare professionals (Dos Santos et al.,
2017; Fenwick, 2013). Despite growing anecdotal evidence and international research indicating
that ELEs are fairly common, they remain underexplored in Aotearoa New Zealand. As little
research on ELEs has been formally conducted in Aotearoa New Zealand, knowledge of how ELEs
manifest within the unique social and cultural context of Aotearoa New Zealand is limited.

Methods

Two hundred and twenty-four participants based in Aotearoa New Zealand contributed 536
accounts of experiences occurring in relation to another person’s death (experiences occurring
up to one hour after death). Content analysis (CA) was used to analyse the accounts as it provides
a systematic and replicable method for deriving meaningful insights from qualitative data. An
inductive approach was used to code participant accounts. Following Elo and Kyngdas’s (2008)
three-phase model, the preparation phase involved familiarisation with the data through
repeated reading and identifying units of analysis. Semantic coding was applied to capture
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surface-level features relevant to categorising experiences, rather than interpreting deeper
meanings.

Results

As the accounts were not mutually exclusive and could be cross-coded into more than one
category, the analysis yielded 653 accounts (536 unique accounts). The mean number of accounts
per participant was 2.39 (SD = 1.86), with a range of 1 to 13. Relevant deaths occurred from 1965
to 2026. 50.2% (n = 269) of the accounts occurred while the experiencer was physically present
with the dying person (48.9% were physically distant, 0.9% were unspecified). 89.5% (n = 475) of
accounts involved an emotionally close relationship between the dying individual and the
experiencer. 66.6% (n= 357) involved expected deaths, while 30.8% (n= 165) involved sudden
deaths, including suicides, accidents, and sudden medical events.

Nine main themes were identified from the data, comprising categories and subcategories.
The most frequently reported experiences were the dying engaging with an unseen presence
(22.82%). Participants frequently described the dying communicating with deceased loved ones,
unknown beings, pets, or religious figures. Others witnessed the dying looking or reaching toward
unseen entities, or sensed a presence themselves. Some reported feeling a soul “leave” at the
moment of death. Coincidences or synchronicities were also commonly reported (15.16%),
including significant or symbolic timing of death, animals appearing meaningfully, electronic or
clock disturbances, and unusual wind. Participants described the dying appearing to wait for loved
ones, dying on meaningful dates, or displaying behaviours suggestive of preparation. Changes in
space or energy were described in 13.32% of cases, including shifts in the atmosphere,
temperature, or perceptions of time.

Dream experiences appeared in 11.49% of accounts, including symbolic dreams, visitation
dreams, and messenger dreams in which participants learned of a death before being informed.
Unusual or unexpected abilities, including renewed or restored cognitive functioning, psychic
phenomena, and xenoglossy, were reported in 10.57% of experiences. Experiences indicating a
prior knowing (10.11%) involved intuitive feelings, specific foreknowledge, sudden thoughts of
individuals, or waking at the time of death. Accounts of unusual visual perceptions (7.66%)
included apparitions, unusual lights, and seeing something leave the body. Experiences involving
altered sensory experiences were reported in 5.51% of experiences, including physical or tactile
experiences, olfactory sensations, hearing voices, and non-self-affiliated affect. Finally, some
described transcending the material world, out-of-body experiences, and hearing internal or
external voices near the time of death (3.06%).

Discussion

Consistent with international research, coincidences and synchronicities were the most
frequently reported experiences, followed by encounters with an unseen presence and dreams.
Notably, the study also captured phenomena such as psi-related phenomena and xenoglossy,
highlighting ELEs rarely reported in the literature. Additionally, many of the ELE categories
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presented in this study align with sensory modalities—touch, smell, sight, and hearing—and also
map with a “sixth sense”, including telepathy, precognition, and remote viewing. This sensory
patterning has not been explicitly discussed in prior ELE literature and may provide a new
conceptual lens for understanding how people perceive and interpret anomalous experiences
around death.

The findings also indicate that ELEs may not arise primarily in the context of expected deaths.
Nearly one-third of experiences occurred in sudden deaths, and nearly half were reported when
the experiencer was physically distant, suggesting that ELEs are not solely a product of
anticipatory grief or bedside vigil states, which lends support to models of non-localised
consciousness (Daw & Roe, n.d.). In terms of Aotearoa New Zealand specific cultural
manifestations, in the reports of hearing or seeing animals, many involved native Aotearoa New
Zealand manu (birds) such as ruru and piwakawaka—both traditionally associated with spiritual
presence, death, and ancestral visitation in indigenous Maori culture (Keane, 2012; Tassell-
Matamua & Steadman, 2015).

Overall, the findings of this study expand the knowledge of ELEs by documenting
underrepresented phenomena, proposing a sensory-based conceptual pattern, and
demonstrating that ELEs occur across diverse circumstances of death. This work contributes new
cultural, theoretical, and phenomenological insights that broaden current understandings of how
people experience the boundary between life and death.
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Introduction

Temporal lobe lability (changeability in emotional or behavioral responses) may influence
anomalous cognition (ESP), and research suggests a psi-conducive state can be induced using the
imagery cultivation (IC) model (Storm & Goretzki, 2021). We propose that repetitive transcranial
magnetic stimulation (rTMS) may induce a modulation in the Temporal Lobe when applied to the
left anterior temporal lobe (LATL). rTMS can affect the Temporal Lobe in an inhibitory or
excitatory manner through slow or fast frequency stimulation, respectively (for the mechanism,
see figure below).
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Mechanism of rTMS

In addition to the IC treatment, rTMS stimulation may indirectly induce a psi-modulating effect
through Temporal Lobe inhibition/excitation, thus affecting psi-task performance. Transliminality
(internal/external stimuli going into and out of consciousness) may be an indicator of Temporal
Lobe activity.
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Hypothesis 1. There is lower psi scoring (Direct Hitting) in the IC group compared to the IC+rTMS
groups.

Hypothesis 2. Direct Hitting and Transliminality correlate, and both correlate with sub-scales of
the Personal Philosophy Inventory (especially ‘temporal lobe factors’).

Methods
Participants

Controls (IC only) were tested in the first author’s (L.S.’s) Adelaide University laboratory (n =
99); IC+rTMS volunteers (n = 58) were approved by second author (J.S.) and tested at Magill
campus. N = 157 (Males: 54%). Mean Age = 21 years (SD = 8 years).

Stimuli

Three hundred photographs from the Corel Stock Photo Library served as visual stimuli in the
psi task (IC), presented as a five-item ranking task (see photographs below).

Measures

(i) 29-item Rasch-scaled Transliminality Scale (Thalbourne, 2000); and (ii) 140-item Personal
Philosophy Inventory (PPI; Persinger, 1984). Both scales were used to assess subjective
experiences and traits associated with the Temporal Lobe (TL).

104 68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: RESEARCH BRIEFS

Procedure

Ethics approval was granted by the Human Research Ethics Committee. All participants
received IC treatment (guided imagery + meditative audio + instruction to visualize a random
future target photo, all run concurrently). IC running time: 9 %2 minutes. rTMS running time; Alpha,
9 minutes; Delta, 12 minutes, plus IC running time (9 % minutes) for each TMS group.

IC+rTMS participants were randomly allocated to one of two treatment groups: (1) ‘Fast’ wave
(Alpha; 10Hz), or (2) ‘Slow’ wave (Delta; 1Hz) before IC.

Participant were then presented with an on-screen randomly generated target set (target +
decoys) and then ranked the five photos. Participant was informed if selection was a hit (target
ranked #1).

Results

Test conducted on the data: For Direct Hitting, Binomial Exact Test. For correlations, Pearson's
r. But arguably not important in a poster where word count was limited.

Controls: Direct Hitting (target ranked #1) = 26% (MCE = 20%); Hitting correlated positively and
significantly with ‘All-Signs involving TL Factors’ and Hypomania (affectivity).

Alpha group: Direct Hitting = 20%,; Hitting correlated positively and significantly with Intense
Meaning (symbolic meaning interpretation) and Hypomania.

Delta group: Direct Hitting = 14%; Hitting correlated negatively and significantly with Visual
Imagery and a cluster of TL measures (Complex Partial Epileptic Signs, Limbic-Motor Statements,
and Auditory-Vestibular Experiences).

Controls, Alpha group, and Delta group: Direct Hitting and Transliminality correlated
positively (not significant).

Whole Sample: Transliminality correlated significantly with all PPl measures.

Discussion

Hypothesis 1 was supported for the control group but not the two rTMS groups. All correlations
were significant, thus supporting Hypothesis 2.

Controls: Highest hit-rate. Hitting linked to temporal-lobe clusters and Hypomania, suggesting
enhanced intuitive or perceptual processing without rTMS interference.

Alpha: More psi-conducive than Delta. Hitting positively associated with Hypomania and
symbolic meaning interpretation, resembling control effects while remaining slightly constrained
by stimulation.

Delta: Direct Hitting negatively associated with TL measures. TL activity may have persisted
physiologically, but conscious, experiential, and behavioural psi-related expression appeared
inhibited.

Whole sample: Transliminality is a good predictor of TL activity.
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Clarifying the Existence of a Plausible Mechanism for Parapsychological
Phenomena

Avanti Shrikumar

Independent Researcher

Background

Most parapsychologists are aware that the primary reason for rejecting evidence of
parapsychological (psi) phenomena (Cardefia, 2018) is the belief that psi is “impossible” (Reber &
Alcock, 2020). Although mechanisms that do not contradict established physics have been
proposed (Shoup, 2002), the belief that “no plausible mechanism” exists has become so
widespread, it appeared even in a recent high-profile publication in parapsychology (Freedman
et al., 2024), and thus merits immediate clarification.

A Succinct Case for the Plausibility of Psi

A “plausible” mechanism is one that could conceivably be true because it does not contradict
established evidence. Some proposed mechanisms fail this criterion. For example, explaining psi
via electromagnetic (EM) waves generated by the brain conflicts with the inverse square law,
which implies that such signals would be too weak to account for observed effects over distance.
Similarly, invoking “quantum entanglement” is often misleading, as entanglement, as defined in
physics, does not permit information transfer.

Plausible mechanisms for psi therefore lie within open problems in physics. Chief among these
is the indeterminacy of measurement outcomes in quantum mechanics. By standard quantum
theory, all possible measurement outcomes exist in a “superposition” of states until a
measurement is made, at which point (from the perspective of the measurer) the state
“collapses” to one of the possible outcomes in a process called “wave function collapse”. It

106 68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: RESEARCH BRIEFS

remains unresolved whether this collapse is “unavoidably unpredictable” or governed by as-yet-
undiscovered “hidden variables”. While a class of models called /ocal hidden variables have been
ruled out by Bell’s theorem (under an assumption called “measurement independence”), the
broader question of whether unknown factors could reduce or eliminate quantum indeterminacy
remains open (Susskind & Friedman, 2014).

This indeterminacy provides a potential pathway for psi. Under multiverse interpretations of
guantum mechanics, wave function collapse is not an objective process; instead, all possible
outcomes persist in different branches, and an observer’s experience becomes correlated with
one branch. In this framework, psi would correspond to influencing which branch is subjectively
experienced, yielding a natural link between consciousness and psi (as consciousness is linked to
subjective experience). Since the history of events that correspond to different branches is not
fixed (from the perspective of the observer) until the branch is chosen, such a model
accommodates apparent retrocausal effects (Radin, 2006). The term “atemporal” might thus be
more appropriate than “retrocausal” (Adlam, 2018), as the “retrocausal” aspect arises from
updating one’s understanding of what occurred in the past upon learning new information.

It may be objected that multiverse interpretations are not established. However, plausibility
does not require establishment. A plausible hypothesis is one that does not contradict existing
evidence and is therefore worthy of investigation. “Plausibility” and “establishment” occupy
different ends of an evidentiary spectrum, and equivocating between them risks prematurely
dismissing viable theoretical directions.

Another objection concerns the brain’s ability to sustain quantum coherence. Quantum
coherence is not needed for the plausibility of this mechanism. Quantum coherence refers to
phase relationships that allow interference effects, and while it is essential for quantum
computation and central to theories like Orch-OR, it is not necessary for quantum-level
randomness to influence macroscopic systems. Macroscopic determinism arises from statistical
regularities predicted by quantum mechanics. If psi operates by biasing these statistical
outcomes, then neuronal firing can be expected to reflect deviations from what is predicted
according to purely forward-causal mechanisms. This aligns with empirical findings of significant
unexplained variability in cortical neuron firing thresholds (Naundorf et al., 2006).

Towards a Unifying Model of Anomalous Cognition

A second contribution of this work is to propose a unifying model of anomalous cognition.
Reports of near-death experiences (NDEs) frequently describe experiences in which “everything
seemed to be happening all at once; or time stopped, or lost all meaning” (Greyson, 1990). This
suggests the existence of a broader information structure not constrained by ordinary temporal
sequencing.

Based on this clue, we propose that all possible subjective experiences exist within an
information structure analogous to a “superposition” or multiverse, and that “anomalous
cognition” arises from a process of accessing this information structure. Critically, in light of the
evidence that heightened recall of long-forgotten experiences is a common feature of NDEs (Long,
2014), as well as numerous studies documenting verified memories of previous personalities
(Matlock, 2023), we propose that memories themselves are not stored in the brain, but are
instead retrieved from the information structure in a way that the brain can influence; thus,
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routine long-term memory recall is proposed to leverage similar processes to those used in
“anomalous” cognition.

A prediction of this paradigm is that conditions that benefit long-term memory recall would
also benefit other forms of anomalous cognition. For example, displaying the equivalent of a
“precognition prime” (such as a border around an image that will be shown to a user) should
boost the ability to get a precognitive hit, analogous to a memory prime. This prediction is
supported by research on the links between anomalous cognition and long-term memory
(Carpenter, 2008).

The paradigm is also consistent with unresolved problems in neuroscience. The question of
“where a memory lies” remains an open problem in neuroscience (Josselyn & Tonegawa, 2020),
and reports of memories of previous personalities during NDEs (Greyson, 2021), as well as
memories of the intermission between lives in cases of the reincarnation type (Matlock, 2017),
lend credibility to the presence of an information structure that cannot be reduced to the brain.

The Importance of Using the Right Metaphor

A third contribution is a conceptual metaphor to clarify the relationship between brain activity
and conscious experience. Rather than viewing the brain as filtering a larger field of
consciousness, we suggest that brain-generated signals dominate awareness, analogous to a
virtual reality headset. In this view, broader experiential content is not absent but overshadowed
by neural activity.

This metaphor helps clarify the idealist position that the brain is itself part of conscious
experience and does not have a representation that is separate from the representation of
experience itself. If we are to incorporate the features of our subjective experience into our
understanding of the physics governing the patterns we call “objects”, we must not forget this.
Physicalism imposes the constraint that the subset of patterns defined as “physical reality” must
be the source of all other patterns in conscious experience; relaxing the physicalist assumption
does not “add” something new, but rather removes a modeling restriction.

The value of this metaphor is its ability to illustrate why altered brain function caused by
oxygen deprivation is not a plausible explanation for NDEs. Individuals who have out-of-body
experiences during NDEs were found to describe their resuscitations much more accurately than
controls (Long, 2014). Because oxygen is needed for metabolism, attempting to explain such
observations as originating from the brain is akin to claiming that a virtual reality headset can
render an accurate depiction of reality even when its power source is compromised.

Conclusion

We hope this work provides a starting point for integrating the diverse presentations of psi
into a unifying framework and provides guidance on how to communicate the mechanism of psi
to a general audience.
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Promoting Parapsychology and Building Community through Grassroots Meetup
Groups: A Melbourne Case Study

Russ Townsend

Independent (Parapsychology Meetup Melbourne, Australia)

Introduction

This presentation is about running a parapsychology meetup group, based on my four years’
experience running Parapsychology Meetup Melbourne (PMM:
https://www.meetup.com/melbourne-parapsychology-meetup/), now with 1300 members. The
objective is to encourage/inspire audience members to take these ideas and start similar
parapsychology groups in their areas.
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I will talk about the benefits and values of doing so: e.g., finding interesting connections,
creating community, raising awareness, strengthening people’s knowledge and understanding,
and promoting this field study to become more widely known and accepted at a grass-roots level.

I will also talk about:

The success of PMM.

What has made it so successful (formulas others can use).
Some of the outstanding people involved (e.g. academics).
Some of the highlight presentations and moments.

Why it’s important to raise awareness and create community around parapsychology.

The Success of the Meetup

The meetup is rated 4.7/5 stars from 286 reviews of 35 events.

Attendance numbers range from 35 to 92 per event, with 50 attendees being the general
average.

We get many positive comments saying it’s the best meetup ever, very well run, etc.
(many examples | can use).

The educational component creates a lot of interest; people are very attentive and
engaged, ask lots of good questions, and broaden their perspectives.

A core of repeat attendees has developed into a strong network of friendships, i.e.
community.

PMM has brought together a wide range of interesting and curious people, when
otherwise they may have felt alone and not known each other.

The energy and atmosphere at the events are attentive, serious, sincere, curious, open
and engaged.

The Way We Run the Sessions

Through experimentation, a number of elements have come together to underpin the success
of the meetup. Our events are held currently at the Melbourne Theosophical Society, with their
beautiful, spacious venue with great facilities in central Melbourne. As the MC, | vet the speakers
and topics and ensure they refer back to the scientific evidence. | also help create the right
atmosphere of seriousness and enthusiasm during the welcome address and introductions.

After trying a few different program formats, we now generally run the Sunday sessions as
follows:
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11-11.15 am: Introductory welcome address, usually with some inspirational tidbits and
warm-up information.

11.15-12.15 pm: The main speaker presents the main topic and takes questions and
answers.
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15 min. for people to socialise and meet the speaker personally.

For those who wish, we then go to a local restaurant for lunch. Usually, 20-35 people
with rousing conversations carry on for a couple of hours.

This format works well to balance education with social connections.

We also have picnics just for socialising and we have started having dinners for core group
members.

Marketing is also important: good graphics and write-ups on the event posts, emailing list, plus
SMS blasts, and reminders.

Some of the Highlights

Some wonderful and highly qualified people (including several PhDs) have become active
members and contributors to the success of the meetup. Some examples:

David King — had never before publicly discussed his experiences but did so for the first
time at PMM. Now there has been an AIPR article by Vlad Dubaj, a book about him, a
podcast, and currently an investigation by IONS due to this unique phenomenon. David
sleepwalks and unconsciously writes in ancient scripts like Hebrew and Aramaic, of which
he has no knowledge, and the texts translate often to quotes from the Bible, which he
has never read.

Prof. Richard Silberstein — a highly credentialed neuroscientist and parapsychologist, has
presented his work on Twins and Telepathy, Precognition, and Bio-Electric Fields.

Alex de Foe, Ph.D. — full-time lecturer and researcher at Monash University, specialising
in consciousness studies and parapsychology, has presented a few times.

Vladimir Dubai, Ph.D. — a full-time lecturer and researcher at Swinburne University, and
former President of AIPR, has presented a few times at the meetings.

Joseph Warburton — an NDE experiencer.

James Barker —a man who has precognitive dreams and pitted himself against the
Australian Skeptics Society $100,000 challenge.

Tony Musskopf, Ph.D. —and his work in Lucid Parapsychism.

Dr. John Webber (psychiatrist) — author of The Red Chair, speaks of his journey from
scepticism to past-life regressionist .

The Dr. Ed Kelly, Ph.D. —Zoomed in to present on Evolutionary Panentheism

Lily — during one session, we conducted a series of Zener card tests. Of the 36
participants, we achieved a standard bell curve of results from 1-9 out of 25 trials. Except
for one giant stand-out: Lily, who achieved 17 out of 25 trials. 1:620 million by chance.

Also note — our most well attended session was a panel discussion with 5 qualified experts to
discuss Consciousness and Post-Mortem Survival. With 92 very attentive participants, the
atmosphere was electric.
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List of Event Topics

| could also run through a quick scan of the topics covered in past events so far:

Shared Death Experiences
Consciousness and Post-mortem Survival
Melbourne Psi-Games

The Mystery of Levitation

The Enigma of Precognition

My Actual Real-Life Near-Death Experience
Lucid Parapsychism

Near-Death Experiences

Ghost Hunting: Methods and Findings
Xenoglossy and Automatic Writing
Past-Life Regression

The Classic Zener Card ESP Test

Twins and Telepathy

Exploration of Psychical Experiences
Evolutionary Panentheism

Bioelectric Fields

Past Life Regression Case Studies
Verifiable Precognitive Dreams

Out-of-Body Experiences

Concluding Words

The meetup is highly appreciated and going from strength to strength. | encourage anyone
who is inspired by this to go back and start their own meetup group wherever they are based:

It’s fun.
You find genuinely interesting like-minded people.

You provide a forum for people to find each other and create community.

And why is it important and valuable to support and promote parapsychology in the community:

112

Parapsychology provides a more structured, evidence-based foundation to common
dualistic notions.

It can open new horizons for a more accurate perspective on reality.

Promoting parapsychology at a grassroots level can help to grow more support and
funding for the field, which is much needed.
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Parapsychology, in turn, helps to dispel misconceptions and establish the evidence base
for real phenomena.

When people are properly educated, they have a stronger foundation on which to base
their worldview.

Physicalism naturally leads to nihilism, hedonism, and consumerism, which are toxic to
human culture and diametrically opposed to the true nature of things. Parapsychology is
the natural antidote.

Parapsychology also:

Expands scientific curiosity and inquiry.

Promotes open-minded scepticism.

Supports interdisciplinary dialogue.

Provides frameworks for meaningful human experiences.
Reduces social isolation and taboo.

Encourages methodological rigour.

Preserves and disseminates historical research.
Improves public understanding of science as a process.

Fosters intellectual humility.

| am available if anyone wants help and support in setting up and running their own group. | have
four years of experience.
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A Thematic Analysis of Accounts of Lucid Dreaming, Out-of-Body Experience,

and Active Imagination

Man Yee Viann Wong, Melanie Thomas, & Alexander De Foe

School of Educational Psychology and Inclusion, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia

Introduction

Altered states of consciousness (ASC) have been studied extensively within the disciplines of
parapsychology and transpersonal psychology; however, there have been limited overlaps across
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these fields in considering both quantitative (i.e., psi) and qualitative (transpersonal) elements of
experiences (Furlong, 2022). Likewise, while psi experiences tend to be studied independently
(such as in the case of veridical out-of-body experiences [OBEs], see Alvarado, 1982; Rogo, 1982;
Campillo-Ferrer et al., 2024), there are likely overlaps between these forms of psi and other
transpersonal states (i.e., lucid dreams [LDs] and meditation). We propose that a qualitative
exploration would help clarify the shared phenomenology and demarcated points of difference
across a range of accounts.

Methods

Seven participants were interviewed about their experiences across three distinct ASC: Jungian
active imagination (JAI), OBEs, and LDs. These types of experiences were selected because they
can easily be self-induced, there is often a dedicated practice or sequence of processes involved,
and we postulated that those who experience at least one of these ASCs are likely to experience
the other altered state(s). As part of the screening process, only people who selected that they
had experienced at least two of the three ASCs were included.

Participants were recruited from the International Academy of Consciousness (a peak body
that trains people to induce OBEs), the International Association for the Study of Dreams, and the
C. G. Jung Society of Melbourne Inc. Participants ranged from beginners to those who mentioned
long-term experience inducing ASC. Inductive thematic analysis (see Braun & Clarke, 2021) was
employed to construct themes, accounting for researcher reflexivity, in the sense that each of the
authors have had their own ASC experiences.

Results

In total, five participants reported OBEs, five reported LDs, and two reported JAI; however, in
many cases, participants spoke of all three (in addition to other ASCs reported), or at least the
interplay between two such states.

Participant #1 was an expert meditation practitioner (decades of practice) and had explored
both OBEs and LDs in their practice. They considered many of their experiences “more real than
real”, which is in line with prior literature focusing on these states.

Participant #2 explored all three types of ASC over decades of practice (primarily in JAI), with
a pragmatic focus on understanding how ASC inform self-understanding and self-awareness (i.e.,
examining “dream figures” as elements of self in ASC).

Participant #3 could be regarded as a “novice” practitioner and described having just one OBE
across their lifetime, but this also sparked an interest in them for further practice.

Participant #4 presented as an art therapist and applied OBEs in their trauma recovery and in
dealing with anxiety, which stood out as a healing-oriented or practice-oriented application of
ASC.

Participant #5 spoke of JAI as well as a report of an NDE, with shared similarities to that of
typical OBEs; they were most interested in understanding how ASCs inform an understanding of
death.
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Participant #6 noted a veridical OBE in which they perceived a bus crash that was later reported
in the news.

Participant #7 reported mostly JAl with some LD practice.

Three core themes were constructed: Theme 1, the intentionality and emergence of ASC,
which highlighted how participants self-induced their experience, whether an LD, OBE, or JAI.
There was variation in the role of the body/embodiment across accounts, with OBEs signaling a
more dramatic sense of body separation than LDs, and with JAI accounts reported as more
embodied.

Theme 2 centered on entity encounters, which were prevalent across all accounts (e.g., higher
self, inner child, wizard, librarian, as well as encounters with animals, giants, and variations of
oneself), with differences noted in how participants experienced and interacted with entities (in
JAI/LD, entities were perceived as projections of one’s mind, whilst in OBEs they were seen as
more objective/external beings).

Theme 3 noted positive or transcendent effects of ongoing practice, with all participants
highlighting a positive psychological impact.

A few of the participants also spoke of precognitive elements in their ASC experiences and
veridical accounts. These involve a prophetic element (in LD/OBE) and a synchronistic/guiding
element in JAI. Specific comments from participants are remarked on from a psi framework, as a
supplement to the primary thematic analysis. Participant #6 reported seeing a bus crash in a
Western country during their OBE before it occurred, as well as a “shared entity experience” with
their daughter in ASC. Participant #5 reported a precognitive dream about Carl Jung. Participant
#2 reported an OBE in which they visited a shop they had never been to before that they later
happened upon in waking life. Remarks are also made on the fluidity of states (overlap between
not only OBE/LD commonly noted in literature but also transitions from JAl to LD, for instance).

Discussion

This study compared the phenomenology across three distinct ASCs, demonstrating
meaningful overlaps alongside divergent experiential features across the states examined.
Overlap between ASC may be of interest in regard to predisposition to psi experiences across a
range of states. As most participant accounts were positive and incremental in frequency over
time, they may also be considered within a psi development model (e.g., initial encounter 2>
exploration of state = crisis and challenges = integration and mastery).

A limitation is that the study was done within a Western English-speaking cohort with a small
sample size (limiting insight into the broader cross-cultural nature of experience). Future studies
could build on our work by considering a greater range of ASC and a broader demographic sample
for interview.

Acknowledgements

We appreciate the help of the International Academy of Consciousness, the International
Association for the Study of Dreams, and the C. G. Jung Society of Melbourne Inc., for their
assistance in our recruitment efforts, without which this study would not have been possible.

68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of 115
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: RESEARCH BRIEFS

References

Alvarado, C. S. (1982). ESP during out of body experiences: A review of experimental studies. Journal of
Parapsychology, 46, 209-230.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2021). To saturate or not to saturate? Questioning data saturation as a useful concept for
thematic analysis and sample-size rationales. Qualitative Research in Sport, Exercise and Health, 13(2), 201-216.

Campillo-Ferrer, T., Alcaraz-Sanchez, A., Demsar, E., Wu, H.P., Dresler, M., Windt, J. M., & Blanke, O. (2024). Out-of-
body experiences in relation to lucid dreaming and sleep paralysis: A theoretical review and conceptual model.
Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews, 163(105770). https://doi.org/10.31234/0sf.io/5r9f3

Furlong, D. (2022). Altered states of consciousness within therapeutic modalities - exploring commonalities of
experience. Consciousness, Spirituality & Transpersonal Psychology, 3, 158-171.
https://doi.org/10.53074/cstp.2022.33

Rogo, D. S. (1982). Psychological models of the out-of-body experience: A review and critical evaluation. Journal of
Parapsychology, 46, 297-315.

116 68t Annual Convention of the Parapsychological Association and the 10th Annual Conference of the Australian Institute of
Parapsychological Research



ABSTRACTS OF PRESENTED PAPERS: \WORKSHOPS

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS

Exceptional Experiences, Embodiment, and the Lived Body as Resonance Space

Wolfgang Fach
Institute for Frontier Areas of Psychology and Mental Health (IGPP), Freiburg, Germany

Introduction

Contemporary embodiment research provides essential insights for understanding exceptional
experiences (ExE). Extrasensory perceptions (ESP), for example, are fundamentally incompatible
with mental representation and associated models of causal information processing. | argue that
enactivism, together with the embodiment paradigm and the phenomenology of the lived body,
offers a promising approach for the scientific integration of ExE.

Background

As the standard paradigm in cognitive science and psychology, representationalism has its
roots in a psychophysical dualism that historically goes back to Descartes’ distinction between a
thinking substance (res cogitans) and an extended substance (res extensa). The unresolved
interaction problem ultimately led to various forms of physicalism that reduce the mental to the
material and continue to shape the scientific mainstream to this day.

This development was facilitated by the fact that, together with psychophysical dualism, a
fundamental domain of experience was marginalized and largely “forgotten”. Its existential
significance was later systematically rearticulated by Husserl and Merleau-Ponty as the “Leib”,
usually translated into English as “lived body” (Hanna & Thompson, 2003). In contrast to the
physical body (“Korper”), the lived body is neither an inner mental sphere nor an objectively
physical object, but a dynamic resonant space connecting human beings affectively with their
environment.

The Lived Body

From a phenomenological perspective, the lived body is neither spaceless like the mind nor
three-dimensional and surface-bounded like the physical body. Instead, it possesses a pre-
dimensional voluminosity comparable to phenomena such as sound, silence, or weather. It is not
structured by positional relations, has no surfaces, and cannot be divided into parts (Schmitz,
2021). Unlike the mind, the lived body is not intentional or representational. Bodily stirrings such
as tension, pain, vitality, or fatigue occur as immediate, pre-intentional modes of being affected.
Emotions such as joy, anger, grief, or fear occupy a lived bodily space and can be atmospherically
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shared. Rather than being localized relationally in space, bodily states are experienced as
immediately “here” or “there”. In this way, the lived body undermines the classical dualism
between inner mental states and outer physical objects.

Embodiment

Despite its revival in phenomenology, the lived body long had no place in the natural and
cognitive sciences. This changed with The Embodied Mind (Varela et al., 1991), which laid the
foundation for enactivism as a “third force” in cognitive science. Mind is understood not as a
neuronal process confined to the brain, but as embodied and structurally coupled with the world
(Gallagher, 2019; Thompson, 2010). By emphasizing organism—environment coupling and
rejecting representationalist models, the embodiment paradigm contributed to a renaissance of
the phenomenology of the lived body (Hanna & Thompson, 2003).

Intercorporeality

Coordinated behaviors of two or more people, described phenomenologically as “intercor-
poreality” or “mutual incorporation”, are now investigated under the concept of synchrony (Koole
& Tschacher, 2016). Various studies have demonstrated that individuals synchronize their
behavior without instruction or conscious intention. Phenomenology had already described such
spontaneously emerging coordination as a genuinely bodily phenomenon. Lived bodily spaces can
expand and give rise to collective phenomena that cannot be fully explained by causal chains or
command structures. Nonlocal psychophysical connectedness is discussed both in Jung’s concept
of synchronicity and in approaches such as Generalized Quantum Theory (Lucadou et al., 2007),
which emphasize the context-dependent and unstable character of such phenomena (Rabeyron,
2020).

Exceptional Experiences

For understanding ExE, it is crucial to conceive of the lived body as a space of psychophysical
entanglement not confined to the physical body. Based on a classification system developed by
Fach (2011, 2014), which distinguishes four basic classes of exceptional phenomena (ExP) as
constitutive elements of ExE, a differentiation can be made with respect to localization and
relational structure.

In terms of localization, a distinction is drawn between external ExP in world experience (e.g.,
violations of causal regularities) and internal ExP in self-experience (e.g., ego-dystonic thoughts
or feelings). With regard to relational structure, coincidence ExP refer to exceptional connections
between self and world (e.g., ESP), whereas dissociative ExP denote exceptional disconnections
between the self and the physical body as part of the world (e.g., out-of-body experiences).

While internal and external ExP reflect the distinction between mind and matter, relational
ExP point toward psychophysical entanglement (Fach, 2011; Lucadou et al., 2007) and thus to the
lived body as a fundamental dimension of the mind—matter relationship. ESP can likewise be
understood as a paradigmatic case of relational ExP, arising from an immediate lived-bodily being-
affected—for example, in the sense of a “gut feeling” that precedes conscious representation and
meaning attribution in relation to an external event. In this sense, the lived body connects the
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self as the “felt body” (Schmitz, 2021) with the world as the physical body. Concepts of a subtle
body that are central to Eastern traditions, as well as phenomena such as spiritual and energy
healing (Williams et al., 2010), can also be understood within this phenomenological embodiment
framework.

However, it must be taken into account that many contemporary neurocognitive approaches
to ESP operationalize the phenomenon primarily through anomalous correlations at a distance
between objective physiological measurements, particularly EEG activity, and distant external
target events (Acunzo et al., 2026). In such ESP experiments, what is directly recorded is the
physical body, not the lived body as the domain of psychophysical entanglement. In this way—
and in terms of Fach’s classification—the meaningful relation between self and world as the
constitutive characteristic of ESP is reduced to a problem of anomalous physical correlations
confined exclusively to the physical world.

In contrast, poltergeist phenomena reported in social systems, often families (Huesmann &
Schriever, 2022), point toward a collective dimension of embodiment and psychophysical
organization. External phenomena may be understood as expressions of social dynamics,
tensions, and affects embedded within a shared living environment that can, in a sense, be
conceived as a “family body.” From a systems-theoretical perspective, poltergeist phenomena
may thus be interpreted as forms of “social psychosomatics.”

Enactivism and Dual-Aspect Monism

Enactivism, together with the embodiment paradigm, offers a promising and scientifically
compatible approach for understanding ExE. At the same time, its adherence to causal models
proves to be a central theoretical obstacle. The concept of “circular causality” (Fuchs, 2020) is
intended to overcome the separation of cause and effect between subjective—lived and
objective—bodily processes. However, circular sequences of events remain temporally sequential
and therefore contradict genuine simultaneity.

Psychophysical relations can be understood more plausibly within the framework of a dual-
aspect monism as non-causal correlations between complementary aspects of an underlying
psychophysically neutral unitary reality (Atmanspacher, 2024; Atmanspacher & Fach, 2015). This
holism is pre-reflexively and pre-categorially accessible in the lived bodily sphere. In this sense,
the lived body is not only the basis of individual embodiment, but also of collective connectedness
and of ExE that can transcend the boundaries of space and time.
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The Psi Games Experience

Hakim Isler

Psi Games International, NC, USA

The Psi Games Experience is a high-energy, participatory workshop that brings the spirit of the
Psi Games Exhibition into a tight, audience-friendly 90-minute format, designed to be played, not
just watched. Blending science, consciousness research, and fun experiential learning,
participants move through a series of short, guided psi challenges that are both micro and macro
drawn from disciplines such as remote viewing, precognition, mind sight, and intuitive perception.

In the Psi Games Experience, psi is presented as an experiential immersion that inspires and
motivates the participants with interactive exploration and fun. The games provide engaging,
protocol-based games, with real-time feedback, in a light-hearted competition to explore how
intuition actually shows up under structured conditions. Attendees don’t need prior experience;
curiosity is the only prerequisite.

Perfect for conferences and festivals that value engagement over lectures, the Psi Games
Experience creates immediate buy-in, sparks conversation, and leaves participants with a felt
understanding of human potential, making it an ideal fit for events like the annual convention of
the Parapsychological Association. This workshop will be:

e Highly interactive and inclusive (works for skeptics and experiencers alike)
¢ Modular and time-tight, with no complex setup or long explanations
o Creates a memorable, shareable highlight that attendees talk about after the event

o Bridges research, play, and embodied understanding in a single session
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In short, the Psi Games Experience transforms abstract conversations about consciousness into
a lived, measurable, and surprisingly fun encounter with the edges of human perception.

Planet Minute: Designing Intention-Based Tasks for Climate Action

Annalisa M. Ventola, Alex A. Alvarez & Jeremy Parnell

Public Parapsychology, Columbus, Ohio, USA

Introduction

The Planet Minute app is a non-profit tool to facilitate collective intent experiments focused
on global concerns. It offers a real-time, scalable application for testing hypotheses related to
directed intention and environmental change. Drawing inspiration from historical collective
intention practices, such as the “Big Ben Minute” (Dakers, 1943) and the "Maharishi Effect” (Nicol,
2016), the app provides a structured platform for participants to engage in focused intent while
also contributing data for scientific analysis. This workshop will introduce the app and engage
attendees in developing structured intent-based tasks that include precise mechanisms for
defining and measuring success.

The workshop will explore conceptual and methodological issues in designing intent-based
research tasks within the Planet Minute framework. Drawing from existing task examples,
participants will examine how to construct tasks with:

e Two-Tiered Intent Statements: A broad, high-level goal (e.g., “Protect the Amazon
Rainforest”) paired with a precise, measurable outcome (e.g., “Reduce illegal
deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon to less than 100,000 hectares in the first half of the
year, as measured by the System for Monitoring Timber Harvesting”).

o Defined Metrics for Success: Selecting real-world monitoring systems (e.g., Polar Portal
for ice loss, Amazon for deforestation, etc.) to provide empirical grounding for intent-
based outcomes.

o Time-Bound Objectives: Establishing practical intervention periods (e.g., one hour to
three months) to determine the short-term vs. long-term effectiveness of intent-based
influence.

This highly interactive workshop will encourage attendees to collaborate on intent-based
research design. Structured activities will include:

e Introduction to Planet Minute (20 min): Overview of the app’s purpose, structure, and
scientific potential.
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e Small Group Task Development (20 min): Participants will analyze provided examples
and/or develop their own intent-based research tasks.

e Presentation and Refinement (20 min): Groups will share their intent statements and
success criteria, followed by a discussion on feasibility and scientific rigor.

By refining task-setting methodologies, this workshop aims to enhance the scientific study of
collective intention while advancing parapsychological approaches to climate restoration. The
insights gained may help shape future iterations of Planet Minute as both a public engagement
platform and a scientifically rigorous research tool.
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